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Valley  Greenway  Project  Honored  at  City  Summit 


Valley  representatives  at  the  Feb.  15  dean  and  Green  summit  induded :  (hr)  Robert  Lehman  (Keeper  of  the  Ust);  Crezia 
Tano  (WBOOM  Program  Manager);  Fran  Martin  (Visitation  Valley  Planning  Alliance);  and  Siwen  Gao  (SFSU  intern). 

San  Francisco's  Department  of  There  were  also  awards  pre-  hood  organizing  and  coordina- 
Public  Works  acknowledged  and  sented  for  Sprit  of  Community  Hon  with  city  agencies, 
honored  neighborhood  resident  Involvement,  Leadership  and  In  1999,  the  community  began 
Fran  Martin's  efforts  through  the  Innovation.  the  process  of  developing  the 
Visitacion  Valley  Greenway  Four  representatives  from  site  as  a  beautiful  outdoor  class- 
Project  with  an  award  during  the  Visitation  Valley  attended  the  Sum-  room/communal  backyard, 
2006  Clean  and  Green  City  Summit  mit  which  also  presented  12  work-  which  links  the  upper  and 
on  Feb.  15  in  Golden  Gate  Park,     shops,  including:  Permeable Landsoap-  Lowell  reaches  of  the  Valley. 

mg  and  Street  Parks,  Gmumig  Greener    More  than  $1  million  was 

School  Grounds  and  Equipment  and  raised  through  a  unique  public/ 

Tools  to  Clean  and  Green  our  City .  private  partnership.  Hans 

"The  Visitation  Valley  Greenway  Schiller  Plaza  is  complete  and 

Project  began  in  19%  in  response  design,  construction  and  pro- 

to  the  community's  desire  to  ere-  gramming  are  ongoing  on  this 

ate  a  series  of  parks  on  six  blocks  open  space  project,  which  is  al- 

of  undeveloped  land  under  the  ju-  ready  revitalizing  Visitacion 

risdiction  of  the  Water  Deartment.  Valleyand  providing  a  valuable 

In  partnership  with  the  Trust  for  resource  to  the  community. 
Public  Land  (TPL)  and  the  Recre-    Fran  Martin  has  been  a  vision- 
ation  and  Park  Department,  the  ary  neighborhood  leader." 
Greenway  Project  engages  in  (SFDPW,  Clean  and  Green  Sum- 
three  years  of  intense  neighbor-  mit,  February  2006). 


Closing  Celebration  for  Coffman  Pool 

Swimming  demonstrations,  The  new  plan  includes  a  new  en- 
dance  groups  and  children  perfor-  try  lobby,  reception  area,  public 
mances  were  scheduled  from  11  restrooms,  locker  rooms,  a  family 
a.m.  to  4  p.m.  as  part  of  the  live  en-  changing  room,  staff  and  support 
tertainment  marking  the  close  of  spaces,  and  a  outdoor  patio. 
Coffman  Pool  on  Saturday,  Feb.  25  Although  an  original  plan  for  re- 
fer the  rebuilding  of  the  facility.  construction  was  approved  in  Janu- 
Coffman  staff  will  remain  at  the  ary  2003,  real  construction  estimates 
pool  for  a  few  days  later  to  dear  all  were  reportedly  exceeding  budget 


equipment  and  supplies  out  of  the 
building  prior  to  handing  it  over 
to  the  contractor. 

Construction  at  the  site,  located 
at  1700  Visitation  Ave.  (at  Hahn 
Street)  is  budgeted  for  just  under 
$8  million  and  will  take  at  least  18 


San  Francisco  Rec  &  Parks  reached 
an  agreement  with  contractor 
Angotti  &  Reilly  within  the  current 
budget  late  in  2005,  approving  a  con- 
tract for  reconstrutiton  at  a  commis- 
sion meeting  on  Jan.  19. 
Comprising  of  10,000  square-feet, 
months  to  complete.  Coffman  Coffman  Pool  was  constructed  in 
Pool  is  scheduled  to  reopen  in  1957  and  opened  to  the  public  on 
September  2007.  Nov.  15, 1958  within  the  Herz  Play- 

A  conceptual  plan  developed  ground  at  the  southeastern  entrance 
four  years  ago  with  input  from  of  McLaren  Park.  The  existing  facil- 
users  and  community  members  ity  has  a  100  by  40-foot  swimming 
calls  for  the  construction  of  a  new  pool  and  is  home  to  several  youth 
building  to  replace  the  existing  and  adult  teams, 
one.  The  existing  pool  shell  and  Aquatic  programs  include  recre- 
pool  mechanical  room  were  as-  ational  swim,  learn  to  swim  classes, 
sessed  to  be  in  sound  condition  water  aerobics,  underwater  hockey, 
and  will  be  updated.  and  lap  swim. 

Police  Department  Planning  to  Hire 
620  New  Officers  in  Next  Three  Years 

Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  on  Feb.9  troubled  neighborhoods  and  cre- 
announced  that  the  San  Francisco  ating  opportunities  to  leave  the 
Police  Department  will  hire 620 new  cycle  of  violence." 
officers  over  the  next  three  years.  Police  Chief  Heather  Fong  called 
In  addition  to  increasing  police  the  Mayor's  proposal  "a  much- 
staffing,  the  Mayor  also  proposed  needed  investment  in  personnel 
a  strategic  investment  of  $16.5  in  and  the  City's  public  safety  infra- 
anti-violence  initiatives  citywide.  structure,"  saying  "As  we've  seen 
The  new  officers  are  considered  with  the  strategic  redeployment  in 
a  critical  component  of  the  new  the  Western  Addition  and  the 
anti-violence  investment.  Bayview,  the  first  step  toward  safer 

The  proposed  anti-violence  in-  streets  is  more  officers  walking  a 
vestment  includes  expanding  the  beat  and  getting  to  know  the  corn- 
Community  Safety  Camera  pilot;  m  unity  they  serve.  The  Mayor's 
enhanced  lighting  in  public  hous-  proposal  further  strengthens  our 
ing  developments;  development  capacity  to  stop  violence  by  invest- 
of  a  long-term  capital  plan  for  Log  ing  in  the  technology  we  need  to 
Cabin  Ranch;  a  $1  million  invest-  track,  investigate  and  help  pros- 
ment  in  Rec  and  Park  to  begin  the  ecute  crime." 
planning  phase  for  Hamilton  The  multi-year  staffing  plan, 
Pool,  Rolph  and  Potrero  Play-  among  the  first  of  its  kind  ever 
grounds;  and  a  Western  Addition  developed  by  the  Department, 
Bookmobile  that  will  provide  addresses  the  projected  increase  in 
programming  throughout  that  retirements  over  the  next  several 
neighborhood  while  the  branch  years  and  is  seen  as  an  essential 
library  there  undergoes  a  com-  step  toward  increasing  beat  pa- 
plete  renovation.  trols,  expanding  investigative  ca- 

Mayor  Newsom  called  the  hir-  pacity,  and  reducing  overtime 
ingof620new  officers  "critical  to  costs.  Additionally,  the  staffing 
the  City's  safety,"  saying,  "These  plan  will  make  every  effort  to  en- 
new  police  officers  will  help  bring  sure  that  the  Police  Department 
peace  to  our  streets  by  ensuring  reflects  the  diversity  of  the  City  of 
that  more  officers  are  walking  a  San  Francisco, 
beat,  getting  to  know  residents  Further  expanding  the  Police 
and  better  able  to  respond  to  the  Department's  capacity  to  fight  crime 


Falling  Gasoline  Prices  in  California  Still  Far  from  a  Bargain 

iin,u  ~  uui  tl  u  ,  ,      ^      ■  4.  ,     u_  ,  aaa  t*y\  needs  of  the  community.  Our  pro-  and  investigate  it  effectively,  the 

t^^i^^n     M  ^rlyun^bemmepaslfewweeks.  the  lowest  pnee.  AAA  of  Northern  ^sed  mvestment  in  anti-violence  Mayor's  proposed  anti-viole/ce  in- 

mLT^^P  »  ^  ^^f^^.^"0^  Cahfonua  has  a  tool  that  can  help  strategies  wUl  help  bring  peaceof  vestinent  would  make  a  significant 

r^A^  m^L03^-^    v    ^T5^*!  >^ddll?St  t(?  ,OCated  °n,me  at  wwwaaacom/  mind  to  families  and  ouVyouth  investment  m  the  Department's  tedv 

from  AAA  of  Northern  California,  Venezuela  s  threat  to  divert  their  oil  gaspnees.  b   improving  quality  of  L  in  nology  capabilities. 


Venezuela's  threat  to  divert  their  oil 

which  tracks  fuel  costs  as  a  service  exports  away  from  the  United  States 

to  consumers.  have  caused  concern  among  oil  and 

The  statewide  average  cost  of  a  gal-  gasoline  producers. 
Ion  of  regular  unleaded  is  $2-56.  Even  On  the  plus  side,  industry  analysts 
though  the  price  of  gas  in  California  say  domestic  crude  oil  and  refined 
has  dropped  a  couple  of  cents  in  the  product  inventories  are  growing, 
last  week,  its  up  20  cents  from  AAA's  However,  the  balance  between  sup- 
last  survey  on  January  10.  Drivers  are  ply  and  demand  is  so  tight  that  any 
still  paying  an  average  price  that  is  event,  large  or  small,  can  have  an 
48  cents  higher  than  a  year  ago.  effect  on  prices. 

"Prices  are  high,  the  question  is    The  most  expensive  average  gas 

why?"  said  Sean  Comey,  spokes-  price  in  Northern  California  comrnu- 

man  for  AAA  of  Northern  Califor-  nides  where  AAA  monitors  fuel  costs 

nia.  "We  have  enough  crude  oil  and  is  in  Eureka,  where  regular  unleaded 

gasoline  to  meet  current  demand  sells  for  $280  per  gallon  The  lowest 

and  yet  the  cost  of  fuel  continues  to  price  among  California  cities  tracked 

cause  budget  concerns  for  many  by  AAA  is  in  Marysville,  where  gas 

consumers."  costs  an  average  of  $236  per  gallon 

Fuel  prices  have  become  partial-  Throughout  Northern  California,  the 

Third  Street  Light  Rail  ^gepnceis$2%Tn  the  Bay  Area. 

cl  ,  .    ,  the  average  pnee  is  $255.  The  state- 

tieCtncal  System  tested  wide  record  high  price  of  $3.05  was 

Testing  of  the  electrical  substation  set  on  September  9, 2005. 
system  for  the  new  Third  Street    The  nationwide  average  price  is 

light  rail  line  took  place  on  the  $229  per  gallon,  down  three  cents 

evening  of  Feb.  16.  with  cross  traf-  from  a  month  ago.  The  national  av- 

fic  to  Third  Street  closed  to  blocked  erage  is  27  cents  per  gallon  lower 

for  four  hours  between  Cargo  Way  than  the  California  statewide  aver- 

and  Newcomb  Avenue.  age  price.  The  least  expensive  gaso- 

There  were  two  tests  of  the  elec-  line  in  the  country  is  found  in  Co- 
trical  system  that  evening  at  10  and  lumbia,  Missouri,  where  the  average 
1 1  p.m.  with  a  flash  and  a  popping  gas  price  is  $2.03.  The  highest  aver- 
sound  each  time  a  test  occured.  age  price  for  gas  in  the  United  States 

Traffic  and  Muni  service  on  Third  in  Wailuku,  Hawaii,  where  a  gallon 

Street  was  not  affected  by  the  test-  of  regular  unleaded  sells  for  $3.10. 
ing,  which  was  necessary  to  ensure    One  way  consumers  can  reduce 

substations  are  working  properly  the  amount  of  money  they  spend 

before  the  light  rail  line  opens.  on  fuel  is  to  shop  aggressively  for 


New  Leland  Avenue  Would  Have  Better  Lighting,  More  Trees 

Building  on  input  received  in 
two  previous  workshops  and  a  .  " 
merchants  workshop,  the  local  * 
community  on  Feb.  1 1  was  invited 
to  provide  final  comments  on  a  £\ 
draft  design  for  a  proposed 
makeover  of  Leland  Avenue. 

Most  suggestions  called  for  bet- 
ter street  lighting  and  crosswalks, 
with  more  greenery  planted  that 
would  be  easily  maintained.  This 
community  feedback  will  be  in- 
corporated into  a  final  design. 

In  the  two  previous  workshops, 
the  intersections  of  Leland  and 
Bayshore  Boulevard,  Leland  and 
Pea  body  Street,  and  Leland  and 
Ru  Hand  Street  were  identified  as  the 
three  most  important  intersections 
in  the  Valley's  business  district 

A  street  designed  completed  by  wires,  and  slightly  raising  the  their  goals  and  preliminary  ideas 
Van  Meter  Williams  Pollack,  a  local  intersection  at  Peabody  ajacent  to  for  its  new  design, 
organization  specializing  in  com-  Hans  Schiller  Plaza  for  speed  control.  During  a  second  workshop  on 
m unity  development,  has  addi-  All  Proposed  improvements  are  Dec  10,  participants  took  part  in  a 
tional  trees  being  added  along  contingent  on  up  to  $3  million  of  hands-on  interactive  exercise  to 
Leland  interspaced  with  attractive  funding  needed  to  complete  the  identify  preferred  design  ap- 
Ughting,  seating  adjacent  to  various  project  which  could  take  up  to  a  year,  proaches  to  Leland  Avenue,  and  to 
businesses  and  the  reconfiguration  The  first  workshop  on  Oct.  22  in-  formulate  individual  streetscapeel- 
of  sidewalk  widths  to  incorpo-  troduced  community  members  to  ements  that  could  be  combined  to 
rate  additional  greenery  in  the  project  existing  conditions  on  create  a  complete  design, 
planter  boxes.  Leland  Avenue,  and  the  scope  of    There  was  also  a  special  Mer- 

Proposals  were  also  made  for  possible  improvements.  Partici-  chants  Workshop  held  on  Dec.  6 
inclusion  of  artistic  street  pieces,  the  pants  discussed  their  issues  and  to  update  Leland  Avenue  busi- 
undergrou  nding  of  overhead  utility  concerns  with  Leland  Avenue,  and  nesses  on  the  streetscape  design. 


Neighborhood  participants  examined  and  commented  on  sketches  detailing 
vast  improvements  for  Leland  Avenue  at  a  design  workshop  on  Feb.  11. 


[  Grapevine  Mailbox  J 
Not  Your  Usual  Prayer 

It  seems  prayer  still  upsets 
some  people.  When  Minister  Joe 
Wright  was  recently  asked  to 
open  the  new  session  of  the  Kan- 
sas Senate,  everyone  was  expect- 
ing the  usual  generalities,  but 
this  is  what  they  heard: 

"Heavenly  Father,  we  come  before 
you  today  to  ask  your  forgiveness 
and  to  seek  your  direction  and  guid- 
ance. We  know  Your  Word  says, 
'Woe  to  those  who  call  evil  good,'  but 
that  is  exactly  what  we  have  done. 
We  have  lost  our  spiritual  equilib- 
rium and  reversed  our  values. 


We  have  exploited  the  poor  and 
called  it  the  lottery. 

We  have  rewarded  laziness  and 
called  it  welfare. 

We  have  killed  our  unborn  and 
called  it  choice. 

We  have  shot  abortionists  and 
called  it  justifiable. 

We  have  neglected  to  discipline 
our  children  and  called  it  building 
self  esteem. 

We  have  abused  power  and  called 
it  politics. 

We  have  coveted  our  neighbor's 
possessions  and  called  it  ambition. 

We  have  polluted  the  air  with  pro- 
fanity and  pornography  and  called 
it  freedom  of  expression. 

We  have  ridiculed  the  time-hon- 
ored values  of  our  forefathers  and 


called  it  enlightenment 

Search  us,  Oh,  God,  and  know  our 
hearts  today;  cleanse  us  from  every 
sin  and  set  us  free.  Amen!" 

The  response  was  immediate.  A 
number  of  legislators  walked  out 
during  the  prayer  in  protest.  In  six 
short  weeks,  Central  Christian 
Church,  where  Rev.  Wright  is  pas- 
tor, logged  more  than  5,000  phone 
calls  with  only  47  of  those  calls  re- 
sponding negatively.  The  church  is 
now  receiving  international  re- 
quests for  copies  of  this  prayer  from 
India,  Africa  and  Korea. 

Commentator  Paul  Harvey  aired 
this  prayer  on  his  radio  program, 
Vie  Rest  of  the  Story,  and  received  a 
larger  response  to  this  program 
than  any  other  he  has  ever  aired. 


Making  San  Francisco  a  Clean  and  Livable  City 


by  Mayor  Gavin  Newsom 

As  many  of  you  know,  my  mantra 
since  taking  office  has  been,  "As  a  city, 
we  can  do  better."  As  a  new  year  be- 
gins, I  am  dedicated  to  continue  to 
build  a  more  beautiful  and  livable  city. 
However,  I  cannot  do  mis  alone  and 
I  need  your  assistance  to  help  me  meet 
this  challenge.  To  begin  with,  we  must 
set  higher  standards  for  making  our 
city  look  its  best  and  develop  new 
ways  to  measure  our  success. 

Meeting  this  challenge  requires 
fresh  ideas  and  innovative  thinking. 
So,  on  February  15, 2006,  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Works  and  the  San 
Francisco  dean  City  Coalition  will 
join  me  in  hosting  a  Clean  and  Green 
City  Summit  at  the  San  Francisco 
County  Fair  Building,  with  "World 
Class  City,  World  Class  Standards" 
as  its  theme  The  daylong  program 
of  workshops  and  inspirational  guest 
speakers  will  bring  together  mer- 
chants, residents,  civic  leaders,  com- 
munity organizations,  city  officials 
and  frontline  agency  staff  to  discuss 
and  define  world  class  standards  for 
the  City's  cleaning  and  greening  pro- 
grams, beginning  with  our  new  "Liv- 
able City  Initiative" 

Launched  last  June  after  the  sign- 
ing of  the  UN  World  Environmental 
Accords,  the  "Livable  Gty  Initiative" 
is  a  major  effort  to  make  our  city  a 
world  leader  in  city  greening  by  2010. 
It  calls  for  a  bold  public/private  part- 
nership with  our  ndghrx>rhoods  to 
dramatically  improve  the  beauty  and 
safety  of  our  streets,  to  create  new 
green  spaces  for  residents  and  busi- 
nesses, and  to  improve  our  urban 
environment  by  making  greening  a 
core  priority  of  the  everyday  work  of 
city  departments  and  the  manage- 
ment of  the  city's  infrastructure. 

Over  the  next  year,  we  will  invest 
$1 1  million  dollars  to  plant  the  medi- 
ans of  our  major  thoroughfares,  cre- 
ate distinctive  gateways  for  our  retail 
corridors,  add  25,000 new  street  trees 
to  the  urban  canopy,  make  schoolyard 
gardens  take  root,  and  transform  un- 
used public  rights-of-way  into  land- 
scaped, friendly  green  spaces.  We 
will  also  create  a  matching  grant  pro- 
gram called  the  Community  Chal- 
lenge Fund  to  encourage  neighbor- 
hoods to  partner  with  the  city  and 
transform  unused  public  lands,  me- 
dians and  sidewalks  into  landscaped, 
friendly  green  spaces. 

Many  of  these  issues  and  programs 
were  highlighted  in  our  recent  Clean 
and  Green  City  Summit  held  in  Feb- 
ruary. This  fonWi  proved  to  be  a  great 
resource  for  exchanging  information 
and  ideals  about  creating  a  greener 
San  Francisco.  Equally  the  forum  gen- 
erated lively  and  thought-provoking 
exchanges  that  are  expected  to  pro- 
duce both  public  policy  initiatives  and 
nuts-and-bolts  solutions.  The  sum- 
mit offered  members  of  the  commu- 
nity a  chance  to  interact  with  repre- 
sentatives of  city  agencies,  members 


of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  and  my-  During  the  week  leading  up  to  Ar- 
self  in  order  to  create  a  world  class  bor  Day,  the  Department  of  Public 
vision  for  a  more  livable  and  sustain-  Works  will  plant  more  than 500 street 
able  city.  You  may  get  more  infor-  trees  and  other  city  agencies  will  "lead 
mation  on  the  Clean  and  Green  Gty  by  example"  by  providing  staff  to 
Summit  by  visiting  the  Department  participate  in  these  plantings, 
of  Public  Works  web  site  at  On  Arbor  Day,  Recreation  and 
www.sfdpw.org  or  by  calling  55-  Parks  Department  and  the  Friends  of 
GREEN  (554-7336).  the  Urban  Forest  will  join  DPW  in 

For  those  of  you  who  missed  the  planting  many  more  street  trees  at 
Summit  bu  t  want  to  get  involved,  we  community  sites  We  will  need  many 
will  rum  our  talk  into  green  action  by  willing  hands  to  meet  our  goal.  If  you 
hosting  a  series  of  community  tree  would  like  to  join  me  in  celebrating 
plan  ting  events  and  a  community  fair  tree  planting  and  care  by  becoming 
on  Arbor  Day,  March  18.  an  Arbor  Day  volunteer  on  March  1 8, 

Last  March,  I  set  a  goal  of  planting  please  call  415-554-5447  or  log  on  to 
5,000  trees  in  San  Francisco  by  Arbor  www.sfarborday.org  for  more  infor- 
Day  in  March  2006.  mation 

Composting  and  Gardening  Classes  in  March 

Classes  are  held  on  Saturdays  at  the  you  can  enhance  an  existing  land- 
Garden  for  the  Environment,  7th  scape  or  plan  for  a  new  one.  Pre-reg- 
Avenue  at  Lawton  Street  Call  731-  istration  required.  This  workshop  is 
5627  for  a  more  informationg  or  to  part  of  our  Resource  Efficient  Land- 
p re- register.  scaping  Education  Program.  Free! 

*Mar.  4:  Urban  Composting,  10  a.m.  *Mar.  25:  Natural  Pest  and  Disease 
to  12  noon  -  Don't  let  your  food  Management,  10  a.m.  to  1  p.m  -  Got 
scraps  go  to  waste!  The  City  found  pests?  Basics  of  Integrated  Pest 
that  nearly  45  percent  of  San  Management  (IPM)  will  be  covered 
Francisco's  residential  garbage  is  in  this  workshop,  focusing  on  least 
valuable  organic  material  that  can  toxic  organic  controls  to  deal  with 
be  composted  into  rich  fertilizer  for  landscape  pests  and  diseases.  Learn 
your  soil.  Learn  what  you  can  do  to  to  create  an  ecosystem  in  your  gar- 
reduce  waste,  save  money  and  help  den  by  planting  to  attract  wildlife 
the  environment.  This  class  will  and  a  diversity  of  beneficial  insects, 
cover  the  basics  of  both  backyard  which  will  help  prevent  pest  prob- 
and worm  composting.  Free!         lems.  Pre- registration  required.  This 

•Mar.  1 1 :  Growing  Food  m  San  Fran-  workshop  is  part  of  a  Resource  Ef- 
cisco,  10  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  -  As  city  fident  Landscaping  Education  Pro- 
dwellers,  most  of  us  are  used  to  eat-  gram.  Free! 
ing  food  shipped  here  from  hun- 
dreds or  thousands  of  miles  away 
But  eating  food  we  grow  ourselves 
is  both  more  sustainable  and  more 
empowering,  and  you  don't  have  to 
know  a  lot  about  gardening  or  have 
a  big  yard  to  get  started.  Come  learn 
some  basics  about  how  and  why  to 
grow  food  in  San  Francisco.  Pre- reg- 
istration required.  Free! 

*Mar.  18:  Landscape  and  Garden 
Design  10  a.m.  to  1  p.m  -Learn  the 
basics  of  sustainable,  resource  effi- 
cient garden  design  from  coordinat- 
ing plant  colors  and  layout  to  creat- 
ing theme  gardens.  Explore  ways 


Contributing  Stories 
To  the  Grapevine 

Contributions  to  the  Visitacion 
Valley  Grapevine  may  be  e- 
mailed  to  visvalley@earthlink  net 
or  be  sent  to  50  Raymond  Ave., 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 34  by  the 
1 5th  of  the  prior  month  of  publi- 
cation Call  (415)  467-9300  or 
Fax  (415)  467-3757  The  Grape- 
vine office  is  located  on  the  sec- 
ond floor  of  the  Visitacion  valley 
Community  Center 


Editor:  Len  Applano 

Pubished  monthly  by  Visitacion  valley 
Commun*y  Center,  50  Raymond  Avenue. 
San  Francisco.  CA 94134.  (41 5)  467-9300. 
Fax:  467-3757;  v»valtey@earthlink  net 
Web  httpy/home  earthlnk  net/~visvaltey 
Opnons  etpressedr  the  ve/aaon  Iftfey  Grapevine  are 
natneoessatytvsBaMstBaon  IfcfcyCorrmrtyCerfcr 
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VWsobn  VMey  Grapevine,  named  by  Pal  Crocker,  is 
a  Registered  CaUome  Trademark  olVisitaoonVa^ 
Community  Center  0  2006  WCC  All  rights  reserved 


Visitacion  Valley 
Community  Center 
Senior  Program 

Funded  by  S.F.  Department  of  Aging  &  Adult  Services 

Open  365  Days  a  Year 
Lunch  Served  Every  Day 

Senior  Bingo  -  Holiday  Crafts 
Senior  Council  -  Day  Outings 
Exercise  -  Gambling  Trips 

Ceramics  -  Potlucks 
Mahjong  -  Blood  Pressure 
Birthday  Parties 
Holiday  Celebrations 

66  Raymond  Avenue  467-4499 


Valley  Post  Office  Due  for  Repairs 


Visitdoon  Valley's  fbst O, 

by  Crezia  Tano 

In  an  ongoing  effort  to  ensure  the 
economic  physical  and  social  de- 
velopment of  the  Leland/Bayshore 
Corridor,  WBOOM  (Visitacion 
Valley  Business  Opportunity  Out- 
reach to  Merchants)  has  sent  a  let- 
ter to  the  post  office  stating  its  con- 
cerns of  specific  physical  problems 
with  the  building.  Chipping  paint, 
graffiti  near  public  telephones,  and 
poor  condition  of  access  doors  on 
the  exterior  of  the  building  are  just 
some  of  the  problems  the  post  of- 
fice has  been  made  aware 


it  68  LelandAve.,  is  due  for  repairs  this  spring. 


Chipping  paint  at  the  Post  Office. 


In  response  to  this  letter,  the  post 
office  researched  what  could  be 
done  to  abate  these  issues  and  they 
have  slated  that  the  Visitacion  Val- 
ley Post  Office  is  due  for  repairs  in 
March/April  of  2006.  Specifics  of 
what  issues  will  be  dealt  with  in 
the  abatement  are  unclear  and 
there  is  no  list  of  what  repairs  will 
be  completed  in  March/April  2006. 

WBOOM  feels  that  these  types 
of  repairs  are  long  overdue,  and  can 
make  a  large  impact  both  visually 
and  socially.  We  would  like  to  know 
what  repairs  the  community  feels 
need  to  be  addressed.  An  organized 
collaborativeeffort  is  more  efficient 
in  ensuring  that  the  community's 
concerns  are  promptly  addressed 
and  that  a  record  is  kept 

Please  send  your  comments  to: 
Crezia  Tano,  WBOOM  Program 
Manager, 1099  Sunnydale  Ave., 
San  Francisco,  CA  94134.  Or  you 
can  e-mail  your  thoughts  to 
ctano@vvcdc.org  placing  the 
words  POST  OFFICE  in  the  sub- 
ject line.  These  letters  will  be 
compiled  and  provided  to  the 
Post  Office. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or 
concerns  please  contact  Crezia 
Tano  at  (415)  587-78%  ext  104. 
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VISITACION  VALLEY 
DENTAL  OFFICE 

Albert  Kuan,  D.D.S. 


-W<  /£  #  % 


0  0. 


10  Percent  Senior  Discount 

37  Leland  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94134 

Monday  thru  Friday:  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
Closed  on  Thursday 

Phone  239-5500 
for  an  appointment 

Cantonese  Spoken 


ST.  JAMES  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

240  Leland  Ave.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94134 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Jerry  O.  Resus,  Minister 

Church  School  Classes:  9:15  a.m. 
Sunday  Worship  Service:  10:30  a.m. 
Wednesday  Bible  Study:  11:00  a.m. 

Friday  Bible  Fellowship:  7:30  p.m. 
Saturday  Choir  Rehersal:  10:00  a.m. 

You  are  cordially  welcome  to  Join  us  for  study,  worship, 
fellowship  and  service.  We  seek  to  teach  the  Bible  and  to 
Oft  up  Jesus  Christ  so  He  can  draw  all  persons  to  Himself. 

Come  to  Church  This  Week 


Saturday  Green  and  Clean  at  Little  Hollywood  Park 


Members  of  the  community  joined  other  spirited  volunteers  the  morning  of  Feb.  11  to  weed  and  plant  new 
greenery  at  Little  Hollywood  Park  along  with  the  Little  Hollywood  Neighborhood  Association  and  San  Francisco 
Recreation  and  Park  Department.  This  event  was  part  of  the  Community  Clean  Team  District  6  and  10  sponsored 
by  the  RPD,  DPW,  San  Francisco  Parks  Trust,  and  Oean  City  Coalition. 


Top  Seven  Important  Things  You  Need  But  Don't  Buy 


The  Boys  Scouts  motto,  "Be  Pre- 
pared" makes  a  lot  of  sense  in  this 
day  and  age  of  hurricanes,  terror- 
ism, and  crime.  But  most  people 
aren't  prepared. 

According  to  retail  expert  Francey 
Smith,  "People  won't  think  twice 
about  buying  a  new  sweater,  I-Pod 
or  HD  Television,  but  when  it  comes 
to  their  safety  and  preparedness,  they 
let  those  purchases  take  a  back  seat" 

Smith  is  hoping  to  get  word  out  to 
the  masses  to  change  this  dynamic  in 
2006.  "We  all  need  to  become  active 
participants  in  our  safety,"  she  says. 
"After  Hurricane  Katrina,  the  Tsu- 
nami and  headline  after  headline 
about  hospital  errors,  car  accidents 
and  other  misfortunes,  we  want  our 
list  to  get  people  thinking  about  be- 
ing better  prepared." 

1.  Prepared  Paks  (starting  at  $15  on 
http://www.preparedpak.com)  -  Af- 
ter the  hurricanes  devastated  Sela 
Ward's  native  Mississippi,  her  1 1  -year 
old  son,  Austin  Sherman,  created 
emergency  supply  packs  for  car, 
home,  pet  and  family.  The  paks  con- 
tain everything  you  need  for  survival 
in  a  natural  disaster  or  tragedy.  One 
hundred  percecent  of  the  proceeds 
goes  to  Hope  Village  for  Children  - 
with  all  proceeds  benefiting  Victims 
of  Hurricanes. 

2.  Patient  Safety  Video  ($29.95  on 
httpVAvww.patientsaletyvideo.com) 
-  After  news  revealed  that  98,000 
Americans  die  each  year  due  to  medi- 
cal errors  in  the  hospital  with  as  many 
as  two  million  patients  contracting 
infections  from  U.S.  hospitals  or 
medical  centers  each  year,  account- 
ing for  90,000  deaths,  four  indepen- 
dent filmmakers  created  Things  You 
Should  Knozv  Before  Entering  tlie  Hos- 
pital. The  film  gives  viewers  a  step- 
by-step  guide  based  on  the  advice  of 
experts  and  experiences  of  real  pa- 
tients. It  contains  important  informa- 
tion on  how  a  patient  and  their  advo- 
cate can  help  avoid  medical  errors.  It 
addresses  questions  such  as:  How  do 
you  avoid  wrong-site  surgery?  Why 
is  hand  washing  so  important?  Why 
do  you  need  an  advocate?  How  do 
you  avoid  medication  errors?  How 
do  you  become  an  advocate?  Plus 
much  more,  including:  "How  to 
avoid  infection" 

3.  Car  Maintenance  lnspeciton 
($25.00  to  $50.00)  -  There  is  nothing 
worse  than  taking  off  for  a  driving 
vacation  and  two  hours  out  on  the 
road  you  encounter  car  problems. 
According  to  the  Car  Care  Council 
(CCC),  'Tow  truck  operators  in  re- 
sort areas  or  along  Interstate  high- 
ways see  all  too  many  travelers 
forced  to  return  home  ahead  of 
schedule  due  to  car  trouble.  The 
situation  usually  means  more  than 
just  a  repair  bill  and  can  involve 
towing  charges,  lodging  and  possi- 
bly a  rental  car.  Add  to  that  the  cost 
of  extra  phone  calls,  meals  and  gen- 
eral inconvenience  and  the  ordeal 
becomes  expensive.  Additionally, 
the  CCC  reports  that  poor  vehicle 
maintenance  is  responsible  for  five 
percent  of  road  accidents  involving 
2,600  deaths  and  100,000  disabling 
injuries  each  year.  Joel  Burrows, 


a.ka.  "The  Car  Doctor"  and  VP  of 
Training/R&D  at  Precision  Tune 
Auto  Car  Care  explains  that  most 
auto  repair  and  maintenance  cen- 
ters offer  a  pre-trip  inspection. 

4.  Smoke  Alarms  and  Fire 
Extmquishers  -  ($13.99  -  $129  and 
$10.00  -  $40.00  at  Home  Depot  and 
Lowes  Hardware)  -  Nearly  3,400 
people  died  each  year  in  fires,  accord- 
ing to  a  study  released  by  the  Federal 
Emergency  Management  Agency's 
U.S.  Fire  Administration  In  a  full  two- 
thirds  of  these  fires,  smoke  alarms  are 
missing  or  not  working.  Underwrit- 
ers Laboratory  recommends  that  in 
addition  to  working  smokedetectors, 
every  household  should  have  UL 
Listed  fire  extinguishers  strategically 
placed  in  rooms  such  as  the  kitchen, 
garage  or  workshop.  They  advise  that 
you  don't  just  hang  your  extinguisher 
on  the  wall  or  in  the  cupboard  but 
plan  ahead.  Read  the  instruction 
manual  and  know  your  extin- 
guisher's capabilities  before  trying  to 
fight  a  fire  Portable  fire  extinguish- 
ers are  useful  for  putting  out  small 
fires,  but  recognize  your  limits  and 
the  limits  of  the  extinguisher. 

5.  Fin'  Proof  Safes  -  ($149  -  $700.00  at 
Office  Depot)  -  After  every  disaster, 
whether  tornado,  hurricane  or  fire, 
what  people  miss  the  most  are  their 
personal  photos  and  papers.  When 
purchasing  a  fire  proof  safe  ask  about 
water  protection  too.  You  want  to 


make  sure  mat  your  personal  items 
will  be  safe  in  the  event  of  a  fire  or 
water  damage. 

6.  CPS  Locator  -  ($30  -  $50  a  month 
-  http://www.safequardian.com) 
Imagine  if  you  or  one  of  you  loved 
ones  were  injured  on  a  desolate  road 
with  no  idea  where  they  are.  Even 
with  a  cell  phone,  if  you  do  not  know 
where  you  are,  you  are  at  a  loss.  With 
the  new  GPS  locator  phones,  all  you 
would  ha  ve  to  do  is  push  one  bu  tton, 
and  an  operator  would  be  able  to  talk 
with  you  and  dispatch  emergency 
medical  assistance  to  your  exact  loca- 
tion. 

7.  Home  Automated  External 
Defibrillator  -  ($1,242  Philips 
HeartStart  on  Amazon.com) 
Defibrillators  are  used  in  cases  of  sud- 
den cardiac  arrest,  a  condition  that 
kills  about  220,000  people  nationally 
each  year,  or  600  deaths  each  day,  ac- 
cording to  the  American  Heart  Asso- 
ciation (AHA).  Conditions  can  be 
caused  when  the  normal  electricity 
that  maintains  the  heartbeat  is  inter- 
rupted. Defibrillators  issue  an  electri- 
cal shock  that  can  restart  this  electri- 
cal charge.  But  time  is  crucial  "For 
every  minute  you're  down,  you  lose 
10  percent  in  brain  function,"  said 
AHA  spokeswoman  Cindy  Hawkert 
After  10  minutes,  most  people  die. 
The  association  says  automated  ex- 
ternal defibrillators  can  help  victims 
of  sudden  cardiac  arrest 


Lif  esaving  Program 
Launched  by  AAA 
For  Teen  Drivers 

The  statistics  are  grim:  every  six- 
teen hours  a  California  teenager  is 
killed  in  a  car  crash.  In  an  effort  to 
help  teens  cope  with  the  dangers 
of  trie  road,  AAA  of  Northern  Cali- 
fornia is  launching  Driver-ZED,  a 
new  computer  program  designed 
to  teach  teens  lifesaving  driving 
skills. 

"Teen  drivers  are  often  inexperi- 
enced and  overconfident,"  said 
Sean  Comey,  spokesperson  for 
AAA  of  Northern  California. 
"Driver-ZED  is  designed  to  help 
teens  test  their  skills  and  prepare 
for  potentially  deadly  driving  situ- 
ations before  they  face  them  for  real 
on  the  road." 

Driver-ZED  is  an  interactive 
computer  DVD-ROM  that  allows 
teen  drivers  to  gain  experience  at 
recognizing  dangerous  driving 
situations  in  a  safe  virtual  environ- 
ment. The  software  offers  teens 
more  than  80  different  live-action 
scenarios  in  a  wide  variety  of  driv- 
ing venues  -  on  highways,  in  towns 
and  rural  areas,  and  through  road- 
work  zones. 

According  to  the  Insurance  Insti- 
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tute  for  Highway  Safety,  a  16-year- 
old  is  four  times  more  likely  to  be 
involved  in  a  fatal  crash  than  a 
driver  age  21  or  older.  Research  by 
the  California  Highway  Patrol 
found  that  teenage  drivers  com- 
prise only  four  percent  of  the  state's 
drivers,  out  account  for  almost  10 
percent  of  its  traffic  fatalities.  The 
National  Highway  Traffic  Safety 
Administration  says  that  548 
young  people  ages  16  to  20  were 
killed  in  car  crashes  in  California 
in  2004. 

"Whether  or  not  you're  the  par- 
ent of  a  teen,  these  numbers  are 
cause  for  anxiety,"  said  Comey. 
"Every  motorist  in  California 
shares  the  roads  with  young  and 
inexperienced  drivers.  It's  in  the 
best  interest  of  all  drivers  to  make 
sure  that  teens  get  the  very  best 
driver  training  available." 

Copies  of  Driver-ZED  can  be  or- 
dered at  www.csaa.com.  The  soft- 
ware is  free  for  members  of  AAA 
of  Northern  California,  Nevada 
and  Utah.  The  cost  for  non-mem- 
bers is  $7.  AAA  is  also  donating 
copies  to  all  high  schools  in  North- 
ern California.  More  information 
about  Driver-ZED  will  be  featured 
in  the  March/April  issue  of  AAA's 
Via  magazine. 


New  Approach  to  Ease  Impulse  Buying 


by  Suzon  Tropez 

'Minimize  -  Minimize  the  tempta- 
tion to  buy  on  impulse.  Buy  items 
that  really  need  and  will  use  more 
than  once.  Think  of  your  spending 
as  an  investment  and  that  you  must 
get  a  certain  return- on  that  invest- 
ment. Set  an  arbitrary  dollar 
amount  as  the  net  return  and  keep 
the  asset  until  you  achieve  the  full 
value  for  the  item.  Ask  yourself:  Do 
I  really  need  this  item? 

"Invest  -  Invest  in  a  savings  ac- 
count, CDs  or  money  markets  ac- 
count, but  make  sure  the  invest- 
ment is  not  readily  or  easily  avail- 
able to  you.  This  means  you  won't 
have  a  debit  card  or  checks  to  ac- 
cess the  funds.  You  can  deny  these 
tools  when  the  bank  offers  them 
to  you.  When  you  withdraw 
funds  from  this  account,  you  want 
it  to  be  a  thoughtful,  deliberate  de- 
cision and  action.  You  want  it  to 
be  inconvenient  to  access  the 
funds,  which  will  temper  the  use 
for  impulse  purchases.  Ask  your- 
self: Are  these  funds  inconvenient 
for  me  to  access? 

*Save  -  Make  a  habit  of  taking  a  few 


extra  dollars  from  each  paycheck 
and  put  it  aside  in  savings.  It  can  be 
as  little  as  $25  per  pay  period  or  as 
much  as  you  can  afford.  Have  it  au- 
tomatically drafted  to  your  savings 
account,  a  money  market  account 
or  savings  bonds.  Don't  rely  upon 
yourself  to  deposit  it.  What  you 
don't  see  and  take  home  each  pay 
period  you  won't  miss,  but  you  will 
benefit  from  it  in  the  long  run.  Ask 
yourself:  Can  I  afford  to  buy  this 
item  and  still  conduct  my  regular 
savings  transaction? 
"Safeguard  -  Safeguard  your 
credit.  In  a  society  that  thrives  on 
purchases  over  time,  your  credit 
is  one  of  the  most  valuable  tools 
under  your  control.  Minimize  the 
number  of  credit  cards  that  you 
carry  and  pay  the  bill  on  time.  Try 
to  pay  more  than  the  minimal 
monthly  payment  or  at  least  make 
the  extra  amount  cover  the  finance 
charges,  if  you  can.  If  you  just  can't 
resist  temptation  and  decide  to 
buy  the  item,  then  ask  yourself: 
Can  I  afford  to  pay  the  bill  on  time 
when  it  arrives? 

Suzon  Dvpez  is  the  author  of  High  Water*. 


*Full  BBQ  Baby  Back  Ribs  $18.50 
*Full  Alabama  Smoker  Ribs  w/  2  sides  $17.50 
'Full  BBQ  Cajun  Ribs  w/  2  sides  $17.50 
*Full  BBQ  Country  w/  2  sides  $18.50 
Full  All  Star  Sampler  (4  meats)  w/  2  sides  $17.50 
"Whole  BBQ  Chicken  w/  side  $5.75 
"All  One-Person  BBQ  Meals  w/  side  $7.75 


2177  Bay  shore  Blvd. 

at  the  corner  of  BUuLken 

(415)  330-0736 

lax  (415)  330-9813 

Open  from 
10  a.m.  to  8  p.m. 
Tuesday -Saturday 


"BBQ 

"Sandwiches 
"Seafood 
"Appetizers 
"Party  Platters 
"Desserts 


'Convection  cooking  separates  the  fire  from  the  meat 
creating  the  true  flavor  of  our  smoky  meats  which 
can't  be  found  anywhere  e/se  in  San  Francisco. 
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Environmentalist 


Can  Mold  Make  You  Sick? 

by  Dr.  Patrick  Moore 
Dear  Dr.  Moore: 

Is  it  true  that  mold  can  cause  se- 
rious health  problems? 
•  Certain  people  seem  to  be  sensi- 
tive to  mold,  and  report  health 
problems  that  range  from  rashes  to 
asthma  attacks,  lung  infections, 
even  neurological  damage.  But 
while  the  science  is  inconclusive, 
Hurricane  Katrina  has  done  a  lot 
to  raise  the  profile  of  the  issue.  With 
mold  growing  on  practically  every 
surface  touched  by  the  floodwa- 
ters,  people  are  understandably 
concerned  about  potential  health 
effects  over  the  short  and  long 
term. 

Ifs  important  to  point  out  that 
there  are  literally  millions  of  differ- 
ent types  of  mold  spores,  most  of 
which  are  known  to  be  harmless. 
Mold  has  the  potential  to  grow  in 
the  air,  water  and  on  pretty  well  any 
surface— providing  there's  mois- 
ture, oxygen,  a  food  source  and 
moderate  temperature. 

Water  that  penetrates  cracked  sid- 
ing can  cause  mold,  as  can  a  leaky 
roof  or  window,  a  bathtub  that 
doesn't  drain  properly,  or  a  wash- 
ing machine  that  overflows.  The 
signs  may  be  subtle,  such  as  a 
musty/earthy  smell,  stains  on  ceil- 
ing tiles  or  walls,  or  speckled  walls 
around  plumbing  or  tile.  If  you're 
susceptible,  even  many  of  the  health 
effects— such  as  a  rash  or  cough— 
can  easily  be  blamed  on  other 
things,  which  is  why  some  people 
become  very  sick  before  receiving 
proper  treatment. 

The  best  way  to  deal  with  mold  is 
to  prevent  it  in  the  first  place.  Con- 
trol moisture  by  repairing  damaged 
siding,  fixing  leaks,  and  making 
sure  that  bathrooms,  dryers  and 
other  sources  of  moisture  are  venti- 
lated to  the  outdoors.  Use  air  con- 
ditioners and  de-humidifiers,  and 
add  insulation  to  reduce  the  poten- 
tial for  condensation  on  cold  sur- 
faces. Damp  surfaces  and  furnish- 
ings should  always  be  dried  within 
48  hours. 


What  is  certain  is  that  mold  can 
cause  damage  to  your  home— 
which  isn't  covered  by  most  insur- 
ance policies— so  getting  rid  of  it 
makes  sense.  Clean  minor  growth 
on  hard  surfaces  with  a  solution  of 
chlorine  and  detergent  or  a  borate- 
based  detergent.  (Porous  items  like 
carpets  will  likely  have  to  be  dis- 
carded). Wear  a  respirator,  gloves, 
goggles  and  long  sleeves,  and  start 


with  a  small  area  to  make  sure  you 
don't  ha  ve  an  allergic  reaction.  If  the 
problem  is  extensive  or  hard  to 
reach,  call  a  professional.  And,  of 
course,  if  you  develop  any  health 
problems  that  might  be  related,  see 
a  doctor. 

Dr.  Patrick  Moore  has  been  a  leader  of  the  envi- 
ronmental movement  for  more  than  30  years.  A 
a>founder  of  Greenpeace,  he  holds  a  PhD  m  eaJ 
<>gy  and  a  BSc  m  forest  butogy  Question*  can  be 
sent  to  Patrick&SensiblfEmnnmnuJitalist.aim. 


Book  Reviews  ) 


Assemblyman  Rates  High  in  Conservation 

SACRAMENTO  -  For  his  com- 
plete support  of  environmental 
legislation  and  votes  on  all  18  ma- 
jor environmental  bills  before  the 
State  Assembly,  Speaker  pro  Tern 
Leland  Yee  (D-San  Francisco/Daly 
City)  received  a  100  percent  rating 
on  the  California  League  of  Con- 
servation Voters  (CLVC)  Legisla- 
tive Report  Card. 

The  priority  bills  on  the  soorecard 
included  legislation  to  improve  air 
quality,  reduce  global  warming, 
limit  coastal  water  pollution,  re- 
cycle waste  tires,  and  protect  chil- 
dren from  dangerous  pesticides. 

"As  a  legislator  representing  a 
number  of  natural  resource  and 
wildlife  areas,  I  take  great  pride  in 
receiving  a  100  percent  rating  from 
the  League  of  Conservation  Vot- 
ers," said  Yee.  "Recently  our  envi- 
ronment has  been  especially  under 
attack,  but  fortunately  the  CLVC 
continues  to  be  unwavering  in  pro- 
tecting our  most  vital  resources." 

Yee  authored  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant State  Resolutions  of  2005 
in  Assembly  Joint  Resolution  ( AJR) 
14.  AJR  14,  which  passed  with  over- 
whelming bipartisan  support,  de- 
clared California's  opposition  to  re- 
cent Congressional  efforts  to 
weaken  the  long-standing  federal 
offshore  oil  drilling  moratorium. 

"The  protection  of  California's 
environment  and  especially  our 
coastline  is  vital  to  our  wildlife  as 
well  as  our  economy,"  said  Yee.  "1 
look  forward  to  continuing  to  work 


State  Assembly  Speaker  Leland  Yee 


with  the  League  of  Conservation 
Voters  in  defending  the  environ- 
ment from  the  big  polluters  who 
want  to  destroy  the  quality  of  our 
air,  water,  and  land." 

Last  year,  Yee  also  hosted  a  town 
hall  meeting  to  help  stop  federal 
legislation  that  would  have  al- 
lowed public  access  to  the  Farallon 
Islands  National  Wildlife  Refuge 
(FNWR). 

"Any  public  access  to  this  sensi- 
tive ecosystem  will  severely  dis- 
turb the  local  wildlife  and  their 
habitats,"  said  Yee.  "Unfortu- 
nately, we  must  continue  to  battle 
the  Congressional  trend  of  peel- 
ing back  important  environmen- 
tal protections." 

Yee  also  scored  100  percent  on 
the  Sierra  Club  California 
Soorecard  released  earlier  this  year. 


Saturdays  are  Special  at  Randall  Museum 


The  Randall  Museum  offers  drop- 
in,  hands-on  art  and  science  work- 
shops every  Saturday  from  1  to  4  p.m. 
at  199  Museum  Way  (off  Roosevelt, 
above  the  Castro).  Workshops  are  $3 
per  child;  $5  for  a  parent  and  child 


FREE  CERAMICS  CLASS 

For  everyone  18  and  older  at 
Visitacion  Valley  Community  Center, 
66  Raymond  Avenue 
Tuesdays  from  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Very  therapeutic  and  fun.  You  do  not  need  to  stay 
the  entire  day. ..come  for  as  long  as  you  like. 
We  have  a  wonderful  teacher  to  assist  you. 

For  more  information,  call  the 
VCC  Senior  Program:  (415)  467-4499 


combo.  All  kids  under  8  must  be  with 
a  paying  adult  Call  554-9600  for  fur- 
ther information 

*Mar.  1 1 :  Create  a  colorful  Swiss 
Cheese  Candle  using  ice  cubes,  old 
crayons,  and  recycled  materials. 

*Mar.  18:  Get  inspired  by  the 
Randall's  full-scale,  working, 
bird-safe  Wind  Turbine,  then 
make  your  own  mini  turbine  to 
take  home. 

Other  regular  Saturday  activities 
include: 

*Morning  Family  Ceramics  from 
10  to  11:30  a.m.  ($5  per  person 
workshop  fee) 

*Meet  the  Animals  from  11:15 
a.m.  to  12  noon. 

•Animal  Feeding  at  12  noon. 

*Golden  Gate  Model  Railroad 
Club  Exhibit  from  11  a.m.  to 4  p.m. 


Lessons  from  a  Millionaire 

A  new  book  recounting  the  true 
story  of  a  millionaire's  guidance  of- 
fers what  could  be  some  valuable 
advice. 

The  book,  The  5  Lessons  a  Million- 
aire Taught  Me  About  Life  and  Wealth 
(Fireside/Simon  &  Schuster,  $14.95), 
chronicles  the  true  story  of  a  million- 
aire that  taught  author  Richard  Paul 
Evans,  when  he  was  young,  the  se- 
crets of  wealth.  Evans  says  these  les- 
sons helped  change  his  life.  The 
book  offers  the  following  tips: 

'Decide  to  be  wealtity. 

*Take  responsibility  for  your  money: 
Know  how  much  you  have;  where 
your  money  comes  from;  where 
your  money  is  going  and  what  your 
money  is  doing. 

*Keep  a  portion  of  everything  you  earn: 
Learn  about  the  power  of  compound 

Mayor  Announces 
S.F.  Youth  Anti-Litter 
Poster  Contest  Winners 

Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  an- 
nounced the  winner  of  the  City's 
Anti-Litter  Poster  Contest  on  Feb.  10. 

Twenty-five  4th  and  5th  grade  el- 
ementary school  classes  competed 
for  the  first  prize,  which  are  now 
being  displayed  in  bus  shelters  and 
in  Muni  buses  throughout  the  City. 

"The  anti-litter  campaign  seeks  to 
encourage  our  youth  to  act  on  their 
commitment  to  the  environment," 
said  Mayor  Newsom.  "The  poster 
contest  was  a  fun  and  innovative 
way  to  get  our  young  people  in- 
volved with  helping  to  promote  a 
clean  and  livable  city." 

Yasmeen  Lacayo  of  Glen  Park  El- 
ementary School,  first  prize  winner, 
received  $300  for  her  school's  art 
supplies  from  the  mayor's  office  in 
addition  to  seeing  her  anti-litter  mes- 
sage around  San  Francisco.  Second 
prize  winner  Tiffany  Fong  from  Yick 
Wo  Elementary  and  Ms.  Douville's 
4th  grade  class  at  Gordon  J.  Lau  El- 
ementary were  also  present  and  re- 
ceived second  and  third  place  prizes 
and  arts  supplies  for  their  schools. 

Cathay  Pacific  Airlines  donated 
$2,500  to  print  the  campaign  and 
CBS  Outdoor  has  donated  ad  space 
and  labor  to  put  up  the  ads.  The  De- 
partment of  Public  Works  (DP  W),  the 
Mayor's  Education  Office  and  the  San 
Francisco  Unified  School  District 
(SFUSD)  worked  with  students  to 
create  the  campaign. 

DPW,  the  San  Francisco  PTA, 
SFUSD,  the  School  Board, 
KidServe,  SF  Environment,  Norcal 
Waste  Systems,  Inc.,  and  the  SF 
Clean  City  Coalition  ranked  the 
campaign  and  Mayor  Newsom  se- 
lected the  winners. 

The  anti-litter  campaign  is  part  of 
Mayor  Newsom's  year-round  anti- 
litter  and  graffiti  efforts. 


Church 
of  the 
Visitacion 

Roman  Catholic  (1907) 

99  Years  in  Visitacion  Valley 

Daily  Masses  Saturday  Masses 

(Mon-Fri)7a.m.&5:30p.m.      7:30  a.m.  &  5  p.m. 

Sunday  Masses     Our  Lady  of  Visitacion  School 

8  &  9:30  a.m.  (1 1  a.m.  Grades  K-8 

Spanish)  12:30  &  5  p.m.  239-7840 

Religious  Education:  Grades  K-8  (Saturday  only)  23<W23 

Come,  Let  us  worship  together! 

655  Sunnydale  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94134-2838 
(415)  239-5950 

Rev.  Zachary  J.  Shore,  Pastor 


JOHN  W.  KING 
SENIOR  CENTER 

500  Raymond  Ave.  San  Francisco,  CA  94134 

Nutritional  lunches  will  be  served 
at  noon  for  $1.50.  Come  one,  come  all! 

The  Senior  Center  has  many  facilities, 
including  our  spacious  courtyard 
and  many  senior  programs 
for  the  neighborhood! 

Arts  &  Crafts  Movies 
Bingo  Line  Dance 

Ceramic  Tai  Chi 

Karaoke  Transportation 
Supplemental  Food  Program 
English  &  Computer  Classes 

Call:  (415)  239-6233      Fax:  239-2262 


interest  and  start  your  nest  egg. 

*Hove  a  millionaire  mentality.  Care- 
fully consider  each  expenditure;  be- 
lieve that  freedom  and  power  are 
better  than  momentary  pleasure;  do 
not  equate  spending  with  happi- 
ness; protect  the  nest  egg. 

*Cwe  back.  t 

Richard  Paul  Evans  is  best  known 
for  his  best-selling  The  Christmas 
Box  books.  A  portion  of  proceeds 
from  The  5  Lessons  will  be  donated 
to  The  Christmas  Box  House 
Internation.  naps 

San  Francisco  1906 
Earthquake  and  Fire 

The  first  indication  of  the  pro- 
longed terror  that  followed  the  1906 
earthquake  occurred  when  a  ship 
steaming  off  San  Francisco's  Golden 
Gate  "seemed  to  jump  dear  out  of 
the  water."  The  Great  Earthquake 
and  Firestorms  of  1906:  How  San 
Francisco  Nearly  Destroyed  Itself 
by  Philip  L.  Fradkin  (University  of 
California  Press,  2005)  is  a  gripping 
account  of  the  earthquake,  the  dev- 
astating firestorms  that  followed, 
and  the  city's  subsequent  recon- 
struction vividly  shows  how,  after 
the  shaking  stopped,  humans,  not 
the  forces  of  nature,  nearly  de- 
stroyed San  Francisco  in  a  remark- 
able display  of  simple  ineptitude 
and  power  politics.  Bolstered  by 
previously  unpublished  eyewitness 
accounts  and  photographs,  this  de- 
finitive history  of  a  fascinating  city 
caught  in  the  grip  of  the  country's 
greatest  urban  disaster  will  forever 
change  conventional  understand- 
ing of  an  event  one  historian  called 
"the  very  epitome  of  bigness." 

Philip  Fradkin  takes  us  onto  the 
city's  ruptured  streets  and  into  its 
exclusive  clubs,  teeming  hospitals 
and  refugee  camps,  and  its 
Chinatown.  He  introduces  the 
people— both  famous  and  infa- 
mous—who experienced  these 
events,  such  as  Jack  and  Charmian 
London,  Enrico  Caruso,  James 
Phelan,  and  Abraham  Ruef.  He 
traces  the  horrifying  results  of  the 
mayor's  illegal  order  to  shoot-to-kill 
anyone  suspected  of  a  crime,  and 
he  uncovers  the  ugliness  of  racism 
that  almost  led  to  war  with  Japan. 
He  reveals  how  an  elite  oligarchy 
failed  to  serve  the  needs  of  ordinary 
people,  the  heroic  efforts  of  obscure 
citizens,  the  long-lasting  psycho- 
logical effects,  and  how.  all  these 
events  ushered  in  a  period  of  un- 
paralleled civic  upheaval 

This  compelling  look  at  how 
people  and  institutions  function  in 
great  catastrophes  demonstrates 
just  how  deeply  earthquake,  fires, 
hurricanes,  floods,  wars,  droughts, 
or  acts  of  terrorism  can  shape  us. 


Cooking  Comer 


Tomato-Bacon  Quiche 

Delicious  and  satisfying,  Tomato- 
Bacon  Quiche  is  perfect  for  a  spring- 
time brunch.  Better  yet,  it's  fast  and 
easy  to  make.  The  frozen  pie  crust 
is  ready  to  bake  in  its  own  pan  and 
the  ingredients  take  only  a  few  min- 
utes to  assemble.  For  more  spring 
pie  recipes  and  pie-baking  tips,  visit 
www.pillsbury.cora. 

1  Pillsbury  Pet-Ritz  frozen  deep- 
dish  pie  crust;  6  slices  bacon, 
cooked,  crumbled;  4  medium  green 
onions,  sliced;  3  medium  plum  to- 
matoes, seeded,  chopped;  1/4  tea- 
spoon salt;  1/4  teaspoon  pepper;  1 
cup  half-and-half;  2  tablespoons  all- 
purpose  flour;  2  eggs;  1/2  cup  shred- 
ded Swiss  cheese  (2  oz.);  1/2  cup 
shredded  cheddar  cheese  (2  oz.) 

Place  cookie  sheet  on  oven  rack. 
Heat  oven  to  375°  F.  Remove  crust 
from  freezer;  let  stand  1  minute. 
Prick  crust  with  fork.  Bake  on 
cookie  sheet  9  to  1 1  minutes  or  un- 
til very  light  golden  brown. 

Sprinkle  bacon,  green  onions,  to- 
matoes, salt  and  pepper  in  crust  In 
medium  bowl,  stir  together  half- 
and-half,  flour  and  eggs.  Stir  in 
cheeses.  Pour  over  tomato  mixtu  re. 

Bake  on  cookie  sheet  25  to  30 
minutes  longer  or  until  knife  in- 
serted in  center  comes  out  clean. 
Let  stand  10  minutes  before  serv- 
ing. 6  servings.  naps 


Watercooler 
Counsel 


by  Rich  Proulx 

On  the  Straight  and  Narrow 

Q  I  only  want  employees  on  the 
straight  and  narrow.  Is  it  ok  to  ask 
about  arrest  records  on  the  appli- 
cation? -Concerned  about  Cons, 
Oakland,  CA 

A:  Asking  about  arrest  records  on 
a  job  application  violates  state  law, 
according  to  Dean  Fryer,  Spokes- 
person for  the  CA  Dept.  of  Indus- 
trial Relations.  By  including  this  in- 
formation on  an  application,  we 
can  conclude  that  an  employer  de- 
cided the  information  was  relevant 
to  its  employment  decision. 
Screening  out  all  applicants  who 
have  been  arrested  -  and  possibly 
discouraging  those  who  have  been 
arrested  from  applying  -  can  be  il- 
legal. The  reason  is  that  in  many 
regions  African-Americans  and 
Latinos  are  disproportionately 
likely  to  have  been  arrested.  So, 
while  screening  out  applicants 
with  arrest  records  does  not  appear 
discriminatory  on  its  face,  it  could 
have  a  discriminatory  impact  on 
these  minority  groups.  You  can  ask 
applicants  about  convictions  (ex- 
cept those  which  have  been  sealed, 
expunged  or  statutorily  erased). 
Before  tossing  out  every  applica- 
tion showing  a  record  of  a  convic- 
tion, I  should  warn  you  that  courts 
have  come  to  different  conclusions 
regarding  the  cuscriminatory  im- 
pact of  screening  out  prospective 
employees  based  on  their  convic- 
tions. The  better  course  of  action  is 
to  screen  out  an  applicant  if  -  after 
you've  considered  the  nature  of  the 
job,  the  seriousness  of  the  offence  and 
the  length  of  time  since  it  occurred, 
and  it  appears  the  applicant  actually 
did  engage  in  the  conduct  for  which 
they  were  arrested  -  the  individual 
cannot  be  trusted  to  perform  the  job. 

Q.  I've  decided  to  change  careers. 
I've  applied  for  several  positions  I  am 
well  qualified  for.  In  interviews,  I 
notice  many  of  the  applicants  are 
younger.  I  still  haven't  been  hired. 
What  can  I  do?  -Older  But  Wiser 

A:  There's  no  doubt  in  my  mind 
that  the  job  market  becomes  a 
tougher  place  to  be  as  you  grow 
older.  Bui  employers  rarely  inform 
applicants  why  they  weren't  hired, 
so  its  hard  to  know  if  your  age 
played  a  role.  I  suggest  calling  the 
hiring  official  or  Human  Resources 
Manager  directly.  Reiterate  your  in- 
terest in  the  position,  ask  why  you 
weren't  selected,  and  ask  if  there  is 
anything  you  could  do  to  increase 
your  chances  to  be  hired  for  future 
openings.  If  they  refuse  to  tell  you 
or  you  are  unhappy  with  their  re- 
sponse, then  contact  the  EEOC  at  1- 
800^69^1000  to  file  a  charge  of  age 
discrimination 

Q.  I  work  on  the  assembly  line.  My 
supervisor  often  comes  to  our  line 
in  the  late  afternoon  and  informs  us 
that  we  have  to  work  mandatory 
overtime  that  evening.  Can  my  em- 
ployer force  me  to  work  overtime? 
-jaded  Jim,  Monterey,  CA 

A:  According  the  CA  Department  I 
of  Labor  Standards  Enforcement 
(DLSE),  your  employer  can  require 
you  to  work  overtime  and  discipline 
an  employee  who  refuses  to  work 
scheduled  overtime.  The  employee 
must  be  paid  VA  times  their  hourly 
rate  for  any  hours  worked  after  the 
first  eight  hours  in  a  day  or  40  hours 
ina  week  Forovertimenoursworked 
over  12  hours  in  a  day,  the  employee 
must  be  paid  double  their  usual 
hourly  rate  There  are  a  number  of  | 
professions  that  are  exempt  from 
these  overtime  laws  including  sales- 
persons, taxi  cab  drivers  and  even 
sheepherders!  For  more  information, 
contact  the  DLSE  at  415-703-5300. 

Q:  I  work  at  an  auto  manufactur- 
ing plant.  My  boss  says  that  I  have 
to  be  at  my  post  at  the  beginning  of 
my  shift  But  before  I  can  start  work 
I  have  change  in  to  protective  boots, 
gloves,  hardhat  with  face  shield  and 
heat  apron  I  have  to  be  at  work  fif- 
teen minutes  before  and  after  my 
shift  putting  on  this  gear  and  getting 
to  and  from  the  locker  room. 


Shouldn't  my  employer  have  to  pay 
me  for  this  time?  -Frustrated  in  Fre- 
mont 

A:  Yes,  your  employer  should  pay 
you  for  the  time  it  takes  to  change 
into  protective  clothing  and  walk  to 
your  work  station.  The  Supreme 
Court  recently  unanimously  upheld 
the  ruling  of  the  U.S.  Court  of  Ap- 
peals in  San  Francisco  requiring  that 
employees  be  paid  for  this  donning 
of  protective  gear  and  walk  to  their 
production  area. 

Q  Do  I  have  to  protect  my  employ- 
ees from  the  sexual  advances  of  my 
clients?  How  can  I  control  the  ac- 
tions of  others?  -Powerless  Profes- 
sional, San  Jose,  CA 

A:  Just  because  you  do  not  em- 
ploy the  person  harassing  your 
employee  does  not  mean  that  you 
are  freed  of  responsibility  to  pre- 
vent further  harassment.  If  you 
don't  work  to  stop  the  harassment, 
you  can  be  liable.  To  be  liable,  an 
employer  must  have  known  (or 
should  have  known)  about  the  ha- 
rassment and  failed  to  take  imme- 
diate and  appropriate  corrective 
action.  Even  if  your  employee  does 
not  directly  complain  to  you,  if  you 
observe  sexual  harassment  and  fail 
to  act,  you  could  still  be  liable. 

Rich  and  his  team  of  government  experts 
never  shy  away  from  a  tough  question.  Em- 
ployed people  who  responded  in  the  National 
Sleep  Foundation's  2005  poll,  said  they 
worked  an  ax>erage  of  42.6  nours  per  uxek. 
Perhaps  all  those  who  toork  50  hours  or  more 
per  uxek  toere  too  busy  to  respond!  Send  your 
questions  to  richard.proulx9eeoc.gov,  ii>hose 
day  job  is  Enforcement  Supervisor  for  the 
Equal  Employment  Opportunity  Commis- 
sion (wumieeoc.gov).  Identifying  information 
in  the  questions  may  be  fictional. 


Antiques  & 
Collectibles 


Old  Silver  Charms 

by  Anita  Gold 

Q.  Can  you  provide  me  with  any 
information  regarding  old  silver 
charms  like  those  worn  on  charm 
bracelets  or  around  the  neck  on  a 
chain,  believed  to  bring  good  luck? 
Nancy  Anderson,  Green  Valley,  AZ 

A.  In  the  old  days,  folks  were  su- 
perstitious (even  more  so  than  to- 
day) and  good  luck  charms  were 
taken  seriously,  and  were  kept  in 
one's  pocket,  or  worn  as  jewelry, 
to  assure  folks  good  fortune,  and 
protect  them  from  evil  influences. 
Then,  too,  various  types  of  amu- 
lets were  specifically  made  to  ward 
off  misfortune  and  bring  good 
luck,  which  included  particular 
types  of  tokens,  called  pudding 
and  cake  charms. 

Such  charms  found  today,  are 
fashioned  from  sterling  silver,  and 
date  from  the  19th  century,  al- 
though earlier  examples  may  have 
been  made,  since  the  custom  of  us- 
ing such  charms  is  centuries  old. 
And  what  a  "charming"  custom  it 
was.  Such  charms  or  tokens 
(shaped  like  figures  or  objects) 
were  put  into  Christmas  pud- 
dings, or  were  baked  in  ceremo- 
nial cakes  for  special  occasions  and 
various  holidays. 

The  custom  was  sort  of  a  game  mat 
folks  once  played  and  believed  in.  If 
a  charm  was  discovered  in  a  pud- 
ding or  cake,  the  tiny  trinket  was 


supposed  to  "decide  one's  destiny" 
as  to  how  good  their  luck  was  going 
to  be,  or  not  be,  depending  on  the 
charm's  shape  ana  what  it  repre- 
sented. In  fact,  some  took  the  charms 
so  seriously,  that  they  actually  let 
their  future  be  influenced  by  their 
"predictions." 

On  holidays  and  festive  occa- 
sions, the  women  of  the  house, 
busied  themselves  baking  cakes 
and  puddings.  But  before  the  deli- 
cious dishes  were  popped  in  the 
oven,  one  or  more  charms  were  put 
in  and  concealed  in  the  cake  batter 
or  "puddin  twins."  Then  after  the 
puddings  and  cakes  were  baked  in 
either  pans,  cans,  pottery  molds,  or 
baking  tins,  they  were  served  along 
with  other  festive  holiday  goodies. 
And  then  the  fun  began,  with  folks 
carefully  tasting  and  rolling 
around  with  their  tongue,  bits, 
bites  and  pieces  of  such  baked 
goods,  hoping  to  discover  a  charm 
-  especially  a  lucky  one,  and  in 
doing  so,  being  especially  careful 
not  to  crack  a  tooth,  or  have  the 
misfortune  of  swallowing  a  charm. 
But  in  most  cases,  the  delicate  little 
charms  (some  of  which  had  a  little 
ring  attached  to  be  worn  on  a  chain, 
or  added  to  a  charm  bracelet)  suf- 
fered no  harm,  and  were  kept  as 
treasured  amulets  or  souvenirs. 

Such  charms  were  produced  by 
various  jewelry  firms  and  were  sold 
in  jewelry  or  gift  shops.  They  came 
in  different  shapes  and  were  fash- 
ioned like  various  objects,  animals, 
and  symbols  such  as  a  pig,  spoon 
nut,  wishbone,  wedding  ring, 
thimble,  donkey,  bachelor's  button. 
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a  fortune  piece,  and  a  sack  of  money. 

Each  charm  had  a  different 
meaning  or  symbolism  according 
to  its  particular  shape.  For  instance. 
A  horseshoe  brought  good  luck 
and  chased  away  the  evileye.  A  pig 
brought  good  fortune  in  business 
dealings  and  kept  one  honest.  A 
wishbone  granted  one  wishes.  A 
nut  kept  away  illness.  A  spoon 
meant  wealth  and  untold  riches.  A 
bell  protected  one  against  danger. 
While  a  bag  of  money  meant  one 
would  be  a  rich  old  miser,  and  a 
thimble  predicted  one  would  re- 
main unmarried  or  an  old  (but 
lucky)  maid.  Other  charms  sym- 
bolized other  things  and  acted  as 
amulets,  talismans,  and  luck  b ring- 
ers, or  what  ever  the  token  or 
charm  was  meant  to  represent  To- 
day these  little  "charmers"  might 
be  found  in  antique  shops  that  of- 
fer old  jewelry.  But  since  they  are 
"charms,"  they  resemble  other  ster- 
ling silver  examples  of  late  19th 
century  vintage,  and  are  therefore 
sometimes  difficult  to  distinguish 
as  being  true  pudding  charms. 
However,  pudding  charms  have  a 
somewhat  more  delicate  and 
smaller  appearance,  and  therefore 
can  be  recognized  by  their  particu- 
lar shapes  or  objects  they  were 
meant  to  portray. 

It  is  believed,  that  such  charms 
found  today,  still  retain  their  power 
and  potency.  Perhaps  that  is  one 
reason  why  authentic  pudding 
charms  are  difficult  to  find,  being 
that  folks  wanted  to  hang  on  to 
their  lucky  pieces  no  matter  what! 


TW  AUTOMOTIVE 
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Joe  Leland 


around  the 
neighborhood 


•Free  Trees!:  Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest  is  providing  FREE  TREES 
to  Visitation  Valley  households.  A  special  planting  event  is  sched- 
uled for  April  29th.  To  get  your  FREE  TREE  you  must  sign  up  be- 
fore March  22nd.  Street  trees  can  cost  up  to  $300  each,  so  don't 
miss  out  on  this  FREE  offer.  Contact  Fran  Martin,  415-46&0639  for 
more  info.  Don't  miss  out! 

•Closed  Business:  Brother's  Auto  Body  Repair  located  at  2520 
Bayshore  Blvd.,  which  for  years  was  Valley  Auto  Parts,  has  closed 
its  doors.  VVBOOM  (Visitation  Valley  Businesses  Opportunities 
and  Outreach  to  Merchants)  will  attempt  to  contact  the  property 
owner  to  see  if  the  community  can  help  find  a  new  business  to  fill 
this  space.  Stay  tuned. 

•New  Business:  After  many  months  of  remodeling,  both  inside 
and  out,  it  appears  that  2458  Bayshore  Blvd  is  ready  to  open.  Once 
the  home  of  Candlestick  Deli  the  building  had  been  vacant  and  in 
disrepair  for  many  years.  The  new  business  is  called  New  Carnival 
Acupressure  Health  Center. 

•Home  Based  Business:  Are  you  a  Visitation  Valley  resident  operat- 
ing a  home-based  business?  VVBOOM  is  planning  a  networking  event 
to  discuss  your  special  needs  and  to  survey  the  kinds  of  neighbor- 
hood services  that  might  help  your  business.  For  more  information, 
call  Bob  Lehman  at  (415)  902-1 122  or  email  3-listkeeper@sbcgIc*»aLnet 

*A  Street  Fair  for  Leland:  Coming  soon  to  Visitation  Valley's  fa- 
vorite street,  a  summer  street  fair  on  Leland  Avenue.  This  event 
promises  to  be  a  fun  filled  family  festival  celebrating  Downtown 
Vis  Valley.  The  date  is  still  to  be  determined,  but  it  will  likely  be  a 
mi-July  event.  For  more  info,  contact  Russel  Morine:  (415)  740-4014 
or  email  RmorineffrAOL.Com. 


Pacific  Research  Ranks  Top  2005  California  Policy  Blunders 


Leland's  Dirty  Secret 

by  JOE  Leland 

Leland  Avenue,  Visitacion 
Valley's  favorite  street,  has  a  dirty 
secret.  Maybe  you've  noticed  it 
but  were  too  ashamed  or  frus- 
trated to  do  something  about  it. 
Yet  without  your  intervention  and 
the  help  of  every  resident  of 
Visitacion  Valley,  the  problem  is 
guaranteed  to  get  worse.  Take  a 
look  around  the  next  time  you 
walk  down  Leland  Avenue.  The 
dirty  secret  is  not  hard  to  find.  Its 
everywhere.  From  Bayshore  to 
Rutland,  even  along  the  side 
streets,  its  there  all  day,  but  gets 
worse  as  the  day  goes  on. 

The  dirty  secret  is  litter. 

We  have  to  stop  using  the  streets 
as  our  garbage  cans.  Would  you 
throw  empty  food  wrappers  on 
your  living  room  floor  and  expect 
your  neighbors  to  come  by  twice  a 
week  to  clean  it  up?  No.  So  why 
do  we  throw  bottles,  cups,  cigarette 
butts,  lotto  tickets,  snack  wrappers, 
half  eaten  hot  dogs,  baby  diapers, 
newspapers,  bags  of  trash,  TVs,  etc. 
on  the  public  street  and  expect 
property  owners  or  the  City  to 
clean  it  up? 

The  City  (DPW)  does  its  part  to 
keep  the  street  clean.  Expect  for 
weekends,  Leland  Avenue,  from 
Bayshore  to  Rutland  is  serviced  by 
DPW  street  sweepers  every  day. 


The  odd  side  of  the  street  is  swept 
Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday 
and  the  even  side  Tuesday  and 
Thursday.  Every  morning  before 
most  of  us  go  to  work  or  school, 
the  streets  are  spotless.  The  prob- 
lem here  is  that  DPW  is  only  re- 
sponsible for  the  streets,  from  gut- 
ter to  gutter,  not  the  sidewalks; 
that's  the  property  owner  or 
merchant's  responsibility.  Thank- 
fully, many  of  the  merchants  take 
pride  in  their  stores  and  sweep  the 
sidewalk  before  they  open.  Many 
will  do  it  several  times  through- 
out the  day.  Sadly,  others  do  not. 

The  key  thing  to  remember  is  that 
sweeping  litter  into  the  gutter  isn't 
enough;  it  then  just  blows  down 
the  street  and  becomes  your 
neighbor's  problem.  If  you  sweep 
it,  pick  it  up  and  deposit  the  litter 
into  your  waste  bin. 

The  solution  to  the  litter  prob- 
lem along  Leland  is  in  the  hands, 
literally,  of  the  residents  of  our 
neighborhood.  If  we  all  make  a 
commitment  not  to  litter,  then  the 
problem  goes  away.  Now  that  the 
secret  is  out,  its  up  to  you  to 
spread  the  word.  Tell  your  friends 
and  family  not  to  litter.  Thank  the 
merchants  along  Leland  Avenue 
when  you  see  them  sweep  the 
sidewalks  (and  be  sure  to  buy 
something  from  their  shops!). 

If  we  all  work  together,  we  can 
make  a  difference. 


The  Pacific  Research  Institute  re- 
cently released  California's  top  10 
policy  blunders  of  2005.  The  list  in- 
cludes mistakes  and  missed  oppor- 
tunities in  education,  the  economy, 
technology,  and  health  care. 

"From  the  'iPod  Tax'  to  the  Bay 
Bridge  bungle,  many  of  these  'blun- 
ders' can  be  attributed  to  powerful 
special  interests,  a  big  government 
bureaucracy,  and  an  entrenched  leg- 
islature," said  Sally  C  Pipes,  presi- 
dent and  CEO  of  PR!  "If  we  are  to 
move  forward  in  building  a  future 
of  prosperity  and  opportunity  for 
Califomians,  we  must  bring  account- 
ability to  government." 

The  following  are  California's  top 
10  policy  mistakes  of  2005: 

1 .  Failing  to  answer  union  decep- 
tion: In  this  year's  special  election, 
California  voters  were  bombarded 
with  commercials  claiming  that 
Governor  Arnold  Schwarzenegger's 
record  on  education  can't  be  trusted. 
According  to  these  propaganda 
pieces,  he  "cut"  spending  by  $4  bil- 
lion, refused  to  pay  back  a  $2  billion 
loan,  and  is  now  grabbing  power  to 
enact  more  cuts.  Earlier  in  the  year, 
the  California  Teachers  Association 
aired  radio  spots  claiming  the  gov- 
ernor wants  to  "stiff  our  kids  for  $2 
billion  every  year!"  The  ads  didn't 
say  that  the  governor  proposed  an 
overall  $3-billion  increase  for  educa- 
tion. Unfortunately,  the  governor 
missed  out  on  many  opportunities 
to  clearly  correct  the  campaign  of 
misinformation  throughout  the  year. 

2  Failing  to  fight  the  "iPod  Tax": 
The  move  to  tax  digital  goods  should 
throw  the  tech  community  into  a 
Boston  Tea  Party  tizzy,  especially 
when  it's  revealed  that  California, 
home  of  Silicon  Valley,  is  going 
along.  By  backing  the  idea  of  "desti- 
nation-based sourcing  of  digital 
goods,"  the  California  Board  of 
Equalization  supports  forcing  local 


digital  goods  vendors  to  collect  and 
remit  sales  taxes  for  other  jurisdic- 
tions. The  passiveness  of  California 
officials  on  the  local  collection  of  an 
"iPod  tax"  should  chill  Silicon  Val- 
ley innovators  and  consumers  alike. 

3.  Tolerating  CalTrans'  Bay  Bridge 
bungles:  The  retrofit  for  the  eastern 
span  of  the  Bay  Bridge  was  slated  to 
cost  $1 .1  billion,  but  with  CalTrans' 
overhead  and  incompetence,  the  fig- 
ure has  risen  to  a  whopping  $62  bil- 
lion and  is  five  years  behind  sched- 
ule. Instead  of  privatizing  the  con- 
struction to  save  costs,  the  state 
elected  to  burden  commuters  with 
a  toll-fee  increase. 

4.  Government-controlled  Internet 
access?:  With  a  budget  shortfall  of 
$80  million  and  the  countless  blun- 
ders made  every  day  by  bureaucrats 
in  San  Francisco,  should  the  people 
at  City  Hall  be  in  charge  of  city- wide 
Internet  access?  Mayor  Gavin 
Newsom's  'TechConnect"  is  a  trou- 
bling prospect  for  the  city.  Not  only 
does  it  add  another  layer  into  our 
government  bureaucracy,  but  it 
brings  up  major  privacy  and  free- 
speech  concerns.  Furthermore,  mu- 
nicipal broadband  networks  are  ex- 
pensive, difficult  to  maintain,  and 
risky  to  build.  City  bureaucrats 
should  not  make  it  their  goal  to  pick 
and  choose  winners  in  the  Internet 
marketplace 

5.  Saving  tax  dollars  for  medical 
treatment  California  continues  to  be 
one  of  the  few  states  that  does  not 
encourage  Health  Savings  Accounts, 
which  allow  employees  to  pay  for 
medical  expenses  with  pretax 
income.  Unlike  most  states,  the  state 
does  not  allow  HS  A  premiums  to  be 
tax-deductible.  This  year,  Governor 
Schwarzenegger  signed  a  bill  to 
bring  much  ofthe  state's  tax  code  into 
conformity  with  the  federal  tax  code, 
but  he  failed  to  include  HSAs. 

6.  Annual  Loss  of  $72  million  by 


Reducing  the  Chance  of  Identity  Theft 

If  vou' ve  been  a  victim  of  identity  ing  alongside  you,  pretending  to  use 
theft  or  know  someone  who  has,  the  adjacent  pay  telephone,  but  what 
you're  not  alone.  According  to  the  he  or  she  is  actually  doing  is  watch- 
Federal  Trade  Commission,  the  ing  you  punch  in  your  phone  credit 
crime  has  grown  so  rapidly  that  card  number  and  PIN. 
nearly  every  person  in  the  United  •Dumpster  Diving:  This  involves 
States  has  experienced  it  or  person-  a  criminal  foraging  through  trash 
ally  knows  an  identity  theft  victim,  bins  looking  for  unshredded  credit 

There  are  several  ways  to  catego-  card  and  loan  applications,  can- 
rize  identity  theft  celled  checks  and  documents  con- 

•Finantial  Identity  Theft,  which  tainingSSNs. 
involves  the  criminal  use  of  personal    'Accessing  Computer  Records: 
information  such  as  a  Social  Secu-  Personal  identification  information 


rity  number  (SSN)  to  establish  new 
credit  lines  in  the  victim's  name 
•Criminal  Identity  Theft,  which 


is  increasingly  accessible  and  mar- 
keted illegally  through  the  Internet 
There  are  numerous  steps  you  can 


San  Francisco  Department  of  Public  Works  Code  on  Litter: 

SEC.  33.  RUB8ISH.  ETC ,  THROWING  ON  STREETS  PROHIBITED 

It  shall  be  unlawful  fa  any  person  or  persons  to  put  place,  sweep,  throw,  brush  or  in  any  other 
manner  deposit  any  rubbtsh,  paper,  cards,  newspapers,  wrapping  or  wrapping  paper,  contanerolany 
kind,  stnng,  cord,  rope  or  other  binding  or  fastening  material,  sweepings,  dirt  or  debris  or  d scarfed 
rr^enaldanylundacharactrj^ 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco  It  shall  also  be  unlawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to  throw,  sweep 
or  brush  any  rubbish,  paper  sweepings  or  dirt  from  any  resirJena,  flat  apartment  house^ 
building  into  any  sidewalk,  street  or  alley  (Amended  by  Ord  1994,  Series  of  1939,  App.  3/8/43) 
SEC  34  ACCUMULATION  OF  UTTER  ON  SIDEWALKS  PROHIBITED 

H  shall  be  unlawful  for  the  occupant  or  in  the  absence  of  an  occupant,  the  owner  or  lessee  of  any 
by  Wog  r  the  City  and  Ccuity,  to  parrt 

abutting  sad  buiring  Sad  Wermay  be  risposed  of  as  provided  in  Sectwn^  provided, 

however,  that  on  any  day  the  street  fronting  or  abutting  said  building  rs  scheduled  to  be  serviced  by 

nwcrar^  er^pmerrt  urxler  crjntro^ 

intended  for  food  or  drink  may  be  rJefjrxrted  in  sari  street  but  onty 

W  as  used  hereri  shal  mean  and  ixjude  t^ 

(Amended  by  Ord  7-77,  App  1/7/77) 

SEC.  35(a)  USE  OF  SIDEWALK  TRASH  OR  LITTER  RECEPTACLES 

The  litter  receptactes  placed  on  the  sidewalks  by  the  Department  dPublc  Works  rr^  be  used  for 
deposit  of  casual  litter  such  as  food,  wrappers  and  lurtfibags  Sweepngs  from  sidewalk  cleaning,  as 
specified  in  Section  34,  may  aso  be  deposited  in  such  receptacles  It  is  unlawful  for  any  person  to 
deposrt  any  household  garbage,  refuse,  waste,  sweepings,  or  dirt  collected  within  any  residence,  flat 
apartment  house,  store,  or  office  building  in,  on  top.oralongsirtesuchlrtterreaptac^  (Amended  by 
Ord  410-75,  App  10/1/75) 
SEC  35  TENANT  OF  LOWER  FLAT  RESPONSIBLE 

When  there  are  flats  a  rrxre  than  one  Ixiuse  fro^ 
lower  ftal  or  house  nearest  the  sidewalk  shall  be  held  responsible  for  the  cleanliness  of  sad  sidewdk 
(Added  by  Ord  1075,  App  10/11/38) 
SEC  37  PENALTY 

(a)  Any  person  wto  stall  vwlate  any  of  34, 35  a  36  of  this  Artde  shall 
tie  guifry  d  an  infraction  arri.  urxn  con^^ 

not  less  than  $80  na  more  than  $100,  and  for  a  second  offense  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  $150  na 
mere  than  $200,  and  for  each  addrtxxial  offense  byafredrx<lesstton$300nor  more  than  $500 

(b)  Any  rjerson  who  shal  violate  any  d  t^ 
rfradfon  and,  upon  orjrvidOT 
narrxxethan$100,foraseoDTdaffonse^ 

additional  offense  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  $300  nor  nxre  than  $500 

(c)  Artematrvery,  any  person  who  violates  any  of  the  provisions  of  Sections  33,  34.  or  35(a)  of  thrs 
ArticteshaflbesutJfedtoanadrm  Admnrs- 
tratrve  penalties  authorized  by  this  section  shall  be  assessed,  enforced  and  orJeoted  in  accordance 
wrth  Section  39-1  of  this  Code  (Amended  by  Ord.  72-86,  App  3/14/86;  Ord  197-98,  App  6/19/98, 


Ord  87-03,  Fie  No  030482  App  5/9/2003.  Ord  292-04,  Fie  No  040561,  App  12/24/2004) 


occurswhen  a  thief  gives  the  victim's  take  while  at  home  to  prevent 
personal  information  to  law  enforce-  yourself  from  becoming  a  victim 
ment  personnel  instead  of  his  or  her  of  identity  theft.  First,  personal  in- 
own  information.  formation  should  be  securely  safe- 
Criminals  use  a  variety  of  methods  gua  rded .  For  example,  an  alleged 
in  stealing  a  person's  identity.  Ac-  representative  of  a  bank  may  call  a 
cording  to  experts  at  the  Chartered  customer  asking  for  certain  infor- 
Property  Casualty  Underwriters  mation  for  "account  verification 
(CPCU)  Society,  some  of  the  most  purposes."  If  you,  however,  receive 
common  methods  used  by  identity  an  unsolicited  phone  call  from 
thieves  include  the  theft  of  a  wallet  someone  asking  for  financial  infor- 
or  purse,  shoulder  surfing,  postal  mation,  this  call  is  probably 
theft,  dumpster  diving,  accessing  fraudulent, 
computer  records  and  stealing  a  The  CPCU  Society  is  a  community 
family  member's  information.  of  credentialed  insurance  profession- 
Here  is  a  description  of  some  of  the  als  that  promotes  excellence  through 
methods  most  people  would  not  be  ethical  behavior  and  continuing  edu- 
familiar  with:  cation.  To  find  out  more,  visit 
•Shoulder  Surfing:  This  involves  www.cpcusociety.org. 
the  thief  looking  over  a  person's  If  you  receive  an  unsolicited  phone 
shoulder.  According  to  one  security  call  asking  for  financial  information, 
professional,  someone  may  be  stand-  the  call  is  probably  fraudulent,  naps 

Legislation  Recently  Introduced  by  Supervisor 


Following  is  legislation  recently 
introduced  in  the  last  month  at 
Board  of  Supervisors  meetings  by 
Supervisor  Sophie  Maxwell: 
•Ordinance  amending  the  City's 
inclusionary  housing  program. 
Among  other  changes,  the  ordi- 
nance would  require  developers 
who  choose  to  meet  their  require- 
ments through  the  provision  of 
off-site  affordable  housing  to  pro- 
vide the  housing  within  1  mile  of 
the  market  rate  project,  and  it 
would  require  the  use  of  a  public 
lottery  when  the  units  first  be- 
come available. 

•Resolution  to  accept  and  expend 


a  grant  from  the  Bay  Area  Air 
Quality  Management  Board  to 
clean  up  city's  diesel  vehicles. 
•Request  for  a  committee  hearing 
on  community  policing  strategies. 
In  particular,  the  Police  Depart- 
ment will  be  asked  to  discuss  its 
implementation  of  community 
policing  programs  and  how  it  is 
working  with  community  part- 
ners to  implement  the  programs. 
In  addition,  the  Police  Depart- 
ment and  the  Housing  Authority 
will  be  asked  to  delineate  how 
they  are  working  together  to 
implement  community  policing  at 
all  Housing  Authority  sites. 


not  adopting  VoIP  telephony:  In 
2004,  a  state  reform  commission  rec- 
ommended California  replace  its  use 
of  costly  landline  telephone  service 
for  state  officials  with  Voice  over 
Internet  Protocol  (VoIP).  With  poten- 
tial taxpayer  savings  of  nearly  $6 
million  per  month,  Governor 
Schwarzenegger  and  the  legislature 
ignored  a  prime  opportunity  to  ex- 
hibit the  technological  prowess  of  the 
Golden  State.  Potential  annual  sav- 
ings to  taxpayers:  $72  million. 

7.  Failing  to  demand  results  for  tax- 
payers' dollars:  This  year's  budget 
included  a  $3  billion  increase  in  edu- 
cation spending.  At  the  cost  of  more 
than  $10,000  per  pupil,  the  state  will 
pour  nearly  $50  billion  into  our 
schools  with  very  little  to  show  for 
it  The  four-year  drop-out  rate  in- 
creased while  the  percentage  of 
graduates  eligible  for  UC  and  CSU 
decreased.  While  there  were  some 
gains  in  fourth-  and  eighth-grade 
math,  reading  and  writing  scores,  as 
well  as  average  SAT  scores,  all  stag- 
nated. Though  Califomians  were 
generous  to  increase  in  per-pupil 
spending,  they  missed  an  opportu- 
nity to  demand  accountability  and 
real  student  achievement  for  their 
money. 

8.  Approving  a  bill  in  the  Califor- 
nia state  senate  for  single-payer 
health  care:  This  summer,  the  Cali- 
fornia state  senate  approved  a  bill 
that  would  impose  a  single-payer 
system  statewide.  A  government- 
monopoly  single-payer  system  can 
reduce  adrrunistrative  costs,  but  at  a 
heavy  price  to  patient  care.  It's  un- 
wise for  California  lawmakers  to 
even  consider  this  potentially  disas- 
trous step. 

9.  Requiring  paper  trail  recounts 
for  e-voting  machines:  Governor 
Schwarzenegger  signed  SB  370,  a 
legislative  lemon  that  may  force  Cali- 
fomians to  relive  the  mistakes  of 
America's  punch-card  voting  past 
By  forgoing  the  benefits  of  new  elec- 
tronic voting  machines  and  enlisting 

vorer  paper  trans  in  mandatory 

manual  recounts,  SB  370  will  make 
election  voting  in  California  increas- 
ingly difficult  and  negate  the  origi- 
nal virtues  of  e-voting:  speed,  cost 
savings,  and  efficiency. 

10.  Failing  to  enact  public  em- 
ployee pension  reform:  California's 
public  employee  pension  systems 
are  unstable,  unpredictable,  costly, 
and  outdated.  Assembly  Constitu- 
tional Amendment  No.  1  would 
have  given  public  employees  a  pen- 
sion that  provides  more  flexibility, 
choice  and  protection  from  political 
manipulation,  and  would  have  pro- 
vided taxpayers  with  a  stable  and 
fiscally-prudent  pension  system. 
AboutPRI 

For  26  years,  the  Pacific  Research 
Institute  (PRI)  has  championed  free- 
dom, opportunity,  and  individual 
responsibility  through  free-market 
policy  solutions.  PRI  is  a  non-profit 
non-partisan  organization. 

Events  at  Visitacion 
Valley  Branch  Library 

Following  are  events  in  March 
at  the  Visitacion  Valley  Branch  Li- 
brary, 45  Leland  Ave.  (at  Desmond 
Street): 

•Mar.  7,  Tuesday:  The  Puppet 
Company  presents  "Mae  Lin  and 
the  Magic  Brush"  for  ages  3-5  at 
10:30  a.m. 

•Mar.  14, 21  and  28,  Tuesday:  Pre- 
school Storytime  for  ages  3-5  at 
10:30  a.m. 

•Mar.  8,  Wednesday:  Preschool 
Video  at  10:30  a.m. 

•Mar.  21:  Tuesday.  Kite  Craft  for 
ages  3-5  at  1 1  a.m. 

Job  Training  Seminar 
At  Valley  Beacon  Center 

The  community  is  invited  to  a  job 
training  seminar  taking  place  on 
Tuesday,  Mar.  7  at  the  Visitacion 
Valley  Community  Beacon  Center 
at  450  Raymond.  Ave. 

This  event  is  being  co-sponsored 
by  the  Visitacion  Valley  Violence 
Prevention  Transitional  Job  Project 
and  Goodwill  Industries.  Call  (41 5) 
452-4907  for  further  information. 
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Child  Care  Centers  in  Your  Neighborhood 


Serving  the  Needs  of  Children  2  to  5  Years 
Breakfast,  Lunch  and  Snacks  Served  Daily 

Potty  Training 
Quality  Teachers  with  Years  of  Experience 


Applications  Are  Now  Being  Accepted! 

Come  and  Hear  About  the  Exciting 
Learning  Opportunities  for  Your  Child! 


1st  Place  to  Start 
1252  Sunnydale  Ave. 
San  Francisco 
(415)  333-2659 


3  N  1  Learning  Center 
240  Leland  Ave. 
San  Francisco 
(415)  584-8555 


For  More  Information,  Please  Contact 
Sandra  Davis,  Executive  Director  at  (415)  333-2659 


Brand  New  House 
at  Bayview  Heights 

Offered  at  $849,000 

Beautiful  5  bedroom, 
4  bath,  4  car  garage  with 
PANO  BAYVIEW 
at  two  levels. 
MUST  SEE  to  appreciate. 

Contact  me  for  a  private 
showing  or  visit 
www.justynato.net 
for  detailed  information. 


JfW 


Justyna  "Justina"  To 
Neighbor  Realtor 

Cell  Phone:  (415)  830-1235 
Voice  Mail:  (650)  991-5215 
www.justynato.net 

2488  Junipero  Serra  Blvd.,  Daly  City 

-5%  &£-$ky^§£  EL  m  Ht. 
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Grapevine  Puzzler  Baseball  Spring  Training 
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Poor  Rix's 
Almanac 


Bradenton 
Clearwater 
Dunedin 
Fort 
Lauderdale 
Fort  Meyers 


Jupiter 
Kissimmee 
Lakeland 
Mesa 
Peoria 
Phoenix 


Port  St.  Lucie 

Sarasota 
St.  Petersburg 
Scottsdale 
Surprise 
Tampa 


Tempe 
Tucson 
Vero  Beach 
Viera 
Winter 
Haven 


Historic  Proportions 


1896 

Match  clues  to  answers. 

1 .  Gold  discovered  here  on  Aug.  1 6. 

2  First  exhibition  of  this  on  Jan. 
18. 

3.  Great  Britain  stages  quick  war 
against  this  country  in  less  than  an 
hour  on  Aug.  27. 

4.  First  publication  of  this  on  May  26. 


As  a  Matter  of  Fact) 


*The  word  "attorney"  comes 
from  the  French  meaning  "to  turn 
over  to  another." 
•About  56,000  Americans  are 
over  100  years  old. 
•Hares  are  not  true  rabbits.  In 
general,  hares  are  larger  and  usu- 
ally have  longer  ears  and  legs. 
*The  water  clock,  which  re- 
corded time  by  measuring  water 
escaping  from  a  vessel,  was  prob- 
ably invented  by  Plato  about  400 
BC  nd  was  used  in  athens  to  regu- 
late the  length  of  speeches  in  law 
courts. 

*In  the  game  of  Scrabble,  the  only 
tile  with  a  point  value  unique 
unto  itself  is  the  K  (5  points). 

*In  addition  to  Germany,  German  is 
the  official  language  of  Austria,  Swit- 
zerland, lAixembour^  Liechtenstein 
and  Belgium. 

•Homing  pigeons  carried  mes- 
sage for  the  ancient  Egyptians  and 
Persians  more  than  3,000  years 
ago. 

•As  a  flounder  grows,  the  eye  on 
its  lower  side  moves  gradually 
around  to  the  upper  side  of  its  head. 

•In  1893,  the  New  York  World  be- 
came the  first  newspaper  to  fea- 
ture a  Sunday  comic  section. 

•Some  people  keep  hedgehogs  as 
Pets  to  get  rid  of  insects  and  other 
house  pests. 

The  tennec  is  a  nocturnal  Afri- 
can fox  noted  for  its  exceptionally 
large  eyes. 

•The  world's  greatest  tea  drinkers 
per  capita  are  the  Irish,  averaging 
about  1,000  cups  each  a  year. 

•An  American  aircraft  carrier  can 
reach  more  than  a  fifth  of  a  mile 
long  and  carry  close  to  one  hun- 
dred planes. 

•One  person  can  take  care  of  up 
to  200  cattle. 

•The  shock  produced  by  an 
etectric  eel  generally  reaches  about 
200  to  300  volts,  enough  to  stun  a 
person  or  light  a  neon  lamp. 


5.  This  opened  in  Athens,  Greece 
on  Apr.  6. 

6.  Heiselected  President  on  Nov.  3. 

7.  Earthquake  and  tsunami  here 
in  June  kill  27,000. 

8.  Battle  of  Adwa  on  Mar.  1  saw 
them  defeat  the  Italians. 

9.  He  became  prime  minister  of 
Canada  on  July  1 1 

10.  This  became  the  45th  U.S.  state 
on  Jan.  4. 

11.  Cyclone  hit  here  on  May  27 
killing  400. 

12.  Democrats  nominated  him  for 
President  during  their  convention 
in  July. 

A.  Ethiopia 

B.  Japan 

C.  William  Jennings  Bryan 

D.  Wilfrid  Laurier 

E.  St.  Louis 

F.  Utah 

G.  William  McKinley 

H.  Summer  Olympics 
L  Zanzibar 

J.  Dow  Jones  Industrial  Average 
K.  X-ray  machine 
L.  Klondike 

D-Zl  '3-11  'J-01  '0-6  'V-8 
'D-9  'H-S  'ft  1-e  ^-Z  'Tl  ■vxnsuv 


Sez  Who? 


Match  quotes  to  speakers. 

1.  "The  body  says  what  words 
cannot." 

2.  "Experience  teaches  slow  and 
at  the  cost  of  mistakes." 

3.  "When  love  and  skill  work  to- 
gether, expect  a  masterpiece." 

4.  "The  greatest  gift  of  the  garden 
is  the  restoration  of  the  five 
senses." 

5.  "Candy  makes  a  woman  sweet 
and  a  man  husky." 

6.  "Gardening  requires  lots  of 
water;  most  of  it  in  the  form  of  per- 
spiration." 

7.  "A  bore  is  a  man  who,  when 
you  ask  him  how  he  is,  tells  you." 

8.  "The  cure  for  boredom  is  curi- 
osity. There  is  no  cure  for  curiosity." 

9.  "There  is  a  time  for  many 
words  and  there  is  also  a  time  for 
sleep." 

A.  John  Ruskin 

B.  Lou  Erickson 
C  Hanna  Rion 

D.  James  A.  Froude 

E.  Homer 

F.  Bert  Leston  Taylor 

G.  Martha  Graham 

H.  George  Raby 

I.  Dorothy  Parker 

3-6  '1-8  'A-L  '8-9 
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by  Rix  Quinn 

Dear  Poor  Rix:  How  do  you  feel 
about  the  terrible  state  of  public 
restrooms?  -  Helen 

That  depends.  Are  public 
restrooms  in  red  states  or  blue 
states? 

But  seriously,  Helen,  Poor  Rix  is 
often  shocked  to  see  dirty  public 
bathrooms  with  phone  numbers 
scribbled  on  the  walls.  Did  you 
know  that  half  those  phones  are 
disconnected? 

People  have  gone  to  the  bath- 
room for  thousands  of  years.  Fa- 
cilities will  be  needed  as  long  as 
folks  drink  water  or  take  a  long 
car  trip  with  kids. 

So  why  can't  we  develop  quality 
bathrooms  that  meet  minimum  na- 
tional standards?  Wouldn't  it  be  nice 
to  go  to  a  four-star  restroom?  (I'd 
like  to  see  where  they  put  the  stars.) 

How  about  a  national  "Potty 
Policy?"  Here  are  some  basic  re- 
quirements: 

1.  The  room  should  be  attrac- 
tively decorated  with  plastic  flow- 
ers, landscape  prints,  tasteful  ad- 
vertising or  -  in  the  case  of  graffiti 
-  clean  poetry. 

Z  Toilets  should  be  mounted  se- 
curely on  walls,  not  hung  by  a  rope 
from  the  ceiling. 

3.  Toilet  stalls  should  not  require 
paid  entry.  The  stall  doors  should 
be  secured  by  a  lock,  not  a  rubber 
band. 

4.  The  toilet  bowl  should  be  a 
regulation  model,  not  a  bucket.  And 
despite  its  disposal  power,  users 
should  be  warned  that  ifs  virtually 
impossible  to  flush  a  thong. 

5.  Finally,  the  toilet  area  should  be 
well  lighted.  Poor  Rix  once  washed 
his  hands  in  a  basin,  and  later  dis- 


GrapevineNX^ntAds 

WCC  BOARD  MEETINGS:  Vsitaaon 
Valley  Community  Center  (WCC)  regular 
montWy  Board  meeixjs.  hekJtie4tfi  Thursday 
of  each  month  at  600  p.m.  except  December 
and  May,  are  open  to  the  public  Board 
members  are  selected  by  the  members  of  the 
(immunity  center  vrth  dues  currentfy  pad,  at 
the  Annual  Men*ershipmeetrig  held  the  2nd 
Saturday  in  May  each  year  Any  vacances 
that  occur  on  the  Board  due  to  urranpteted  3- 
year  terms  of  membership  are  filled  by 
apportiTentdtreremanrg  Board  members 
At  toast  75%cfour  Board  members  must  resde 
riVsitaoonVatey  Persons  rrterestedn  Board 
membership  are  encouraged  to  send  a  letter 
ofrterestto  BcaticfOrectorsCtevetopnTent 
Committee,  Vsitadon  Valley  Community 
Center,  50  Raymond  Avenue,  San  Francisco, 
CA94134  Ptease  let  the  Board  know  what 
you  could  contribute  that  wi  enhance  and 
improve  our  organization  for  better  service  to 
ouroorranursty.  Youwi  be  contacted  and  your 
letter  will  be  submitted  to  the  Board  for 


Sump,  the  Grump 


or  d  any  available  open  positions  that  might 
occur  wilrwi  the  ocming  year 

ITS  NOT  SMART  to  do  nothing  when  you 
have  something  negative  in  your  life  The 
issue  somehow  affects  and  becomes 
everybody's  problem. 
•Getting  nervous  and  upset 
Teeing  sick  o  a  regular  basis 
Teeing  like  punching  out  somethng  or 
someone 

TeeSng  like  screaming 
"Can't  steep 

•Watching  television  all  nght 
*S*npry  not  in  a  happy  frame  of  mtnd 
•Problem  making  the  nght  choices 
tfyouareexpenerx^anyofthesesymptoms, 
weneedtotafkwtthyou  VsteccnValeyJobs. 
Educaton  and  Traning  center  offers  advocacy 
and  medation  servces  relatng  to  al  types  of 
quaKy-of-ffe  ssues  Court-mandated  pro- 
grams available  Service  and  trust  is  our 
commitment  to  the  community  Contact 
Marjone  Ann  Williams,  Counselor  at  (4 1 5) 
239-2877 

VOLUNTEERS  WANTED  for  WCC  After 
School  Program  to  tutor  chidren  ages  5-14  at 
one  d  our  1 1  sites  r  the  Vstacon  Vatey  area 
Interested  persons  contact  Dee  Smith,  WCC 
After  School  coordinator.  (415)  585-2059. 

GRAPEVINE  DISPLAY  ADVERTISING: 

new  imrted-bme  rates  FuB  Page  $60. 1/2 
Page$33.75, 1/4Page$1875, 1/8Page$10, 
1/12  Page  $8.  1/16  Page  $6  Generous 
discount  for  three  or  more  insertions  Call 
(4 1 5)  467-9300  for  more  detafc  Want  Ads: 
20wordsfor$1  Extra  line  50  cents  Ad  and 
payment  should  be  received  by  15th  of  prior 
month  at  Visitacion  Valley  Grapevine,  50 
Raymond  Ave .  San  Frandsco,  CA  94134 


covered  the  restroom  had  no  sink. 

Dear  Poor  Rix:  What  is  your  fa- 
vorite horror  story?  —  Linda 

Chances  are  if  you  didn't  read 
"Dracula,"  you  saw  a  movie  ver- 
sion. The  original  19th  century 
novel  unearths  a  deep  plot  filled 
with  unsavory  creatures. . .  the  same 
thine  Dracula  enjoyed  when  he  was 
real  hungry. 

The  story  begins  as  lawyer 
Jonathon  Harker  heads  for  Count 
Dracula's  Transylvania  castle  on  a 
legal  matter.  Dracula  invites  Jon  to 
stay  overnight,  which  may  be  hun- 
ger talking.  Jon's  soon  awakened  by 
scratching,  and  opens  his  bedroom 
door  to  find  Drac  hanging  upside 
down  on  the  wall. 

Bolting  from  his  room,  Jon  es- 
capes by  running  through  another 
door,  which  leads  him  into  a  cas- 
ket-filled courtyard.  Quickly,  he 
swallows  a  cold  capsule  to  "stop  the 
persistent  coffin." 

From  this  point  forward,  the  plot 
becomes  thicker  than  concrete  pud- 
ding. But  at  Dracula's  castle,  We 
leam  that  he  has  several  brides 
(you'll  see  them  in  later  movies) 
who  conspire  with  him  to  bleed 
good  folks  dry. 

The  only  way  to  destroy  these 
rascals  is  to  pierce  their  hearts 
with  stakes  while  they  sleep.  So 
when  the  sun  rises,  that/ s  what  our 
heroes  do.  Soon  the  world  is  vam- 
pire-free. .  .until  the  next  sequel. 

In  reading  this  grand  classic,  we 
discover  that  (1)  blood  is  thicker 
than  water,  and  more  nutritious, 
too;  (2)  vampires  make  lousy 
house  pets;  and  (3)  first  thing  in 
the  morning,  there's  nothing  like 
a  good  stake. 

Dear  Poor  Rix:  I  just  got  my  se- 
nior ring.  Do  you  still  have  yours? 
-  High  School  Junior 

I'll  never  forget  the  day  senior 
rings  arrived  at  our  school.  If  some 
body  hadn't  locked  me  in  a  toilet 
stall,  I'd  have  been  first  in  line. 

We  asked  mall  shoppers  this 
question  the  other  day,  and  here's 
what  they  told  us: 

1 .  "I  don't  know.  Have  you  seen  it?" 

2.  "1  wore  it  until  1  was  63." 

3.  "1  gave  it  to  my  old  girlfriend, 
who  gave  it  to  her  new  boyfriend." 

4.  "I  think  my  wife  had  it 
bronzed." 

5.  "The  dog  ate  it.. .and  after  he 
threw  it  up,  it  didn't  fit." 

Did  you  ever  wonder  how  the  se- 
nior ring  tradition  started?  Actu- 
ally, folks  have  worn  rings  since 
ancient  times.  Many  carried  en- 
graved symbols. 

There  were  no  medieval  high 
schools,  because  back  then  people 
aged  quickly,  and  at  1 8  qualified  for 
primitive  Social  Security.  However, 
by  the  1600s  people  survived  long 
enough  to  create  schools,  award  let- 
ter jackets  for  archery,  and  design 
senior  rings.  Today,  rings  come  in 
all  sizes  and  styles. 

One  of  my  friends  gave  his  ring 


to  his  steady  girlfriend  20  years  ago. 
He  didn't  see  her  again  until  mis 
year,  at  a  class  reunion. 

"Diane,"  he  said,  "you  and  I  both 
married  other  people.  So,  if  you 
don't  mind,  I'd  like  my  senior  ring 
back." 

"OK,"  she  replied,  "but  does  that 
mean  we're  breaking  up?" 

Dear  Poor  Rix:  My  husband  has  a 
question.  If  he  has  a  sex  change,  will 
he  live  longer?  -  Violet,  New  York 
Violet,  research  shows  that 
women  outlive  men.  And  there's 
evidence  that  if  a  married  man 
undergoes  gender  change  sur- 
gery, he  and  his  wife  can  also 
share  clothes. 

Seriously,  women  outlive  men  for 
many  complex  reasons.  But  Poor 
Rix  is  a  simple  guy,  and  doesn't  un- 
derstand most  of  them.  Therefore, 
I'll  tell  you  what  1  know,  and  make 
up  the  rest 

The  average  girl  born  today  can 
expect  to  outlive  the  average  man 
by  5.4  years.  Poor  Rix  knows  many 
women,  but  none  consider  mem- 
selves  "average."  So  women  actu- 
ally outlive  men  by  43  years. 

Second,  women  live  healthier. 
They  drive  safer,  eat  better,  and 
rarely  offend  neighbors  by  projec- 
tile burping. 

When  men  accumulate  body 
fat,  it  builds  around  their  stom- 
achs. This  increases  their  heart 
attack  risk,  and  limits  their 
choice  of  tank  tops. 

If  women  gain  weight,  it  often 
goes  to  their  thighs.  That's  a  safer 
place,  for  fat  to  build,  except  during 
bikini  season. 

A  few  men  feel  it  necessary  to 
point  out  sudden  weight  gain  to 
their  girlfriends.  This  explains  why 
some  guys  die  young. 

Would  Poor  Rix  ever  consider  this 
surgery?  Yes,  but  not  for  himself. 

Poor  Rix  offers  bad  ansiivrs  to  good  questions. 
E-mail  him  at  rixquinnecharter.net. 


Five  Years  Ago 
In  the  Grapevine 


MARCH  2001 

•District  10  Supervisor  Sophie 
Maxwell  joined  a  group  of 
Visitacion  Valley  residents  on  Feb. 
3  for  the  first  of  several  weekend 
neighborhood  clean-up  campaigns 
sponsored  by  the  Mayor's  Office 
and  the  Department  of  Public 
Works. 

Tiering  Together  the  Fabric  of 
Peace  was  the  theme  of  a  day-long 
event  scheduled  for  Mar.  31  spon- 
sored by  Ridge  View  United  Meth- 
odist Church  on  Leland  Avenue. 

•Girls  After  School  Academy 
(GASA),  which  has  been  providing 
a  positive  influence  to  young  neigh- 
borhood women  8-18,  received  a 
contribution  of  $7,500  from  the  San 
Francisco  Women's  Police  Officers 
Association  in  a  special  February 
event  at  its  headquarters  in  the 
Sunnydale  housling  complex. 


ACROSS 
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57  Female  ruff 
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Visitacion  Valley 
Police  Report 


by  Ingleside  Captain  Paul  Chignell 

Traffic  Enforcement 

You  are  all  aware  that  the  manag- 
ers at  the  Ingleside  Station  have 
made  a  high  priority  to  have  all  of 
the  officers  work  diligently  on  traf- 
fic enforcement.  The  reason  for  this 
is  that  the  community  has  asked  for 
more  aggressive  enforcement  to 
enhance  pedestrian  safety,  to  get 
unlicensed  drivers  off  the  street  and 
to  endeavor  to  diminish  injury  ac- 
cidents. We  started  this  program  in 
December  and  the  results  have  been 
astounding.  The  patrol  officers  have 
really  done  a  great  job. 

The  members  of  the  Ingleside  Sta- 
tion wrote 344  moving  violations  in 
January  2005.  In  January  2006  they 
wrote  1,019  citations,  far  more  than 
any  other  station  except  the  South- 
ern Police  Station  and  the  highest 
percentage  increase  of  any  station. 

Community  Safety 

Lieutenant  Donna  Meixner,  Sgt. 
Hector  Sainez  and  I  met  with  rep- 
resentatives of  the  Association  of 
Community  Organizations  for  Re- 
form Now  of  Visitacion  Valley 
along  with  city  officials  on  Feb.  9  at 
1250  Sunnydale.  The  group  is  con- 
cerned about  street  lighting,  secu- 
rity cameras  and  police  walking  the 
beat  in  their  neighborhood. 

Police  Cases 

•On  Jan.  22  at  1012  p.m.,  officers 
observed  a  notorious  wanted  crimi- 
nal at  Hahn  and  Visitacion  The  sus- 
pect walked  away  but  was  captured 
close  by  after  the  officers  gave  a  de- 
scription and  another  officer  stopped 
the  suspect  The  resident  of  the  100 
block  of  Cameron  Way  was  arrested 
on  a  no  bail  theft  warrant 

•On  Jan.  24  at  10:42  p.m.,  officers 
went  to  the  1500  block  of  Geneva 
on  a  report  of  a  man  breaking  into  a 
building.  When  the  officers  arrived 
they  found  that  the  real  situation 
was  that  a  drunken  adult  son  had 
been  smashing  items  in  the  house- 
hold and  was  quite  drunk  The  of- 
ficers contacted  the  suspect  who 
threw  a  book  at  the  officers  and  then 
violently  resisted  arrest.  He  was 
subdued  and  booked  on  various 
charges. 

•On  Jan.  26  at  2:20  p.m.,  an  officer 
stopped  a  vehicle  at  Cora  and 
Sunnydale  for  a  stop  sign  violation. 
The  driver,  who  lives  on  the  1500 
block  of  Felton,  was  driving  with  a 
suspended  license  and  was  unin- 
sured. He  was  cited  and  his  2002 
Toyota  was  towed.  At  4:12  p.m.,  of- 
ficers stopped  a  vehicle  for  a  fraudu- 
lent registration.  The  driver,  who 
lives  on  the  400  block  of  Argonaut, 
was  cited  and  his  2002  Honda  was 
towed.  At  4:45  p.m.,  officers  were 
at  Tioga  and  Rutland  when  they 
spotted  a  vehicle  coming  towards 
them.  They  checked  the  license 
plate  and  found  that  the  vehicle  was 
stolen.  They  attempted  to  stop  the 
vehicle  but  the  driver  accelerated 
and  sped  away.  The  vehicle  pro- 
ceeded onto  Harkness,  Alder, 
Ankeny  and  Ward  streets  with  citi- 
zens advising  the  officers  alongthe 
way,  the  direction  the  vehicle  was 
fleeing.  The  officers  then  spotted  the 
vehicle  on  Ward  street  with  the  en- 
gine running  and  with  the  driver 
walking  briskly  away.  The  officers 
detained  the  suspect,  who  then  re- 
sisted arrest  but  was  subdued.  The 
resident  of  the  1300  block  of 
Bowdoin  was  charged  with  auto 
theft,  being  unlicensed,  resisting 
arrest  and  for  possession  of  mari- 
juana. At  6  p.m.,  a  police  sergeant 
stopped  a  vehicle  at  Sunnydale  and 
Sawyer  for  an  equipment  violation. 
The  driver,  who  lives  on  the  900 
block  of  Ingerson,  was  driving  with 
a  suspended  license.  He  was  cited 
and  his  1985  Toyota  was  towed.  At 
10:19  p.m.,  officers  were  tracking 
known  violent  gang  members  on 
the  1 500  block  of  Sunnydale.  At  one 
point  a  suspect  took  off  running  and 
was  chased  down  by  an  officer  on 
the  400  block  of  Sunrise.  The  resi- 
dent of  the  first  block  of  Towerside 
was  advised  regarding  a  stayaway 
order  from  the  Sunnydale  Public 


Housing  and  cited  for  delaying  a 
peace  officer  in  the  performance  of 
the  officer's  duties. 
•On  Jan.  28  at  1:13  p.m.,  officers 
were  on  patrol  on  Hahn  at  Sunrise 
when  they  stopped  a  vehicle  occu- 
pied by  a  resident  of  the  first  block 
of  McCarthy.  The  driver  had  no 
seatbelt  on  and  was  driving  while 
smoking  a  marijuana  cigarette.  He 
was  cited. 

•On  Jan.  29  at  230  p.m.,  Sunnydale 
Community  Housing  Officers  as- 
signed to  the  Ingleside  Station  were 
on  the  1700  block  of  Sunnydale 
when  they  observed  numerous 
dangerous  gang  members  congre- 
gating in  the  play  structure  area. 
One  of  the  suspects  was  well  known 
to  the  officers  as  having  a  no-bail 
felony  warrant  and  having  the  repu- 
tation as  running  from  the  police. 
The  officers  called  for  assistance  to 
set  up  a  permieter.  Other  officers 
arrived  on  the  scene  and  sur- 
rounded the  area.  Officers  spotted 
the  main  suspect  at  Brookdale  and 
Santos  running  full  speed  with  his 
hand  holding  his  waist  area,  a  tech- 
nique employed  to  conceal  and 
keep  a  firearm  while  running.  All 
of  the  officers  engaged  in  a  foot 
pursuit  of  the  wanted  criminal  as 
he  fled  towards  the  swimming  pool 
adjacent  to  McLaren  Park.  As  the 
officers  dosed  in  on  the  17  year-old 
who  lives  on  Hollister,  he  took  a 
handgun  and  threw  it  into  some 
bushes  and  suddenly  surrendered. 
The  handgun  was  loaded.  The  sus- 
pect was  booked  on  a  no-bail  war- 
rant charging  felony  assault  and 
robbery.  He  was  also  booked  on  nu- 
merous weapons  and  gang  charges. 
•On  Jan.  30  at  4  p.m.,  officers  went 
to  the  200  block  of  Rey  on  a  fight 
They  encountered  a  suspect  there 
who  gave  conflicting  information  as 
to  his  identity.  They  then  deter- 
mined that  the  local  resident  had 
numerous  warrants  from  Alameda 
County  for  domestic  violence,  as- 
sault and  violating  court  orders. 
•On  Feb.  2  at  4:30  p.m.,  officers  of 
the  Gang  Task  Force  spotted  numer- 
ous violent  gang  members  loitering 
on  the  100  block  of  Blythdale.  One 
gang  member  took  off  running 
from  the  officers  and  climbed  up  a 
fence  then  falling  to  the  ground.  The 
resident  of  the  200  block  of  Santos 
was  arrested  on  a  no  bail  parole  vio- 
lation. At  6:16  p.m.,  an  officer 
stopped  a  vehicle  at  10  Tomaso  af- 
ter an  accident.  The  driver,  who 
lives  in  San  Leandro,  was  unli- 
censed. He  was  cited  and  his  1992 
Oldsmobile  was  towed. 
•On  Feb.  3  at  9:30  a.m.,  an  officer 
spotted  a  suspect  walking  in  the 
middle  of  the  street  on  the  1500 
block  of  Geneva.  The  suspect  was 
holding  something  under  a  blanket 
and  when  the  officer  confronted 
him,  he  ran  away.  The  officer  was 
joined  by  other  officers.  They  lo- 
cated a  victim  who  stated  that  the 
suspect  had  threatened  him  with  a 
knife  with  a  "crazed"  look  on  his 
face.  The  officers  arrested  the  sus- 
pect and  found  the  knife  nearby  in 
a  rain  gutter.  The  transient  was 
booked  on  numerous  charges.  At 
5:20  p.m.,  an  officer  stopped  a  ve- 
hicle at  Joost  and  Brompton  for  a 
stop  sign  violation.  The  driver,  who 
lives  on  Harkness,  was  driving  with 
a  suspended  license.  He  was  cited 
and  his  2002  Land  rover  was  towed. 
At  10:02  p.m.,  officers  detained  an 
intoxicated  female  juvenile  on  the 
1 300  block  of  Sunnydale  and  trans- 
ported her  to  San  Francisco  General 
Hospital. 

•On  Feb.  4  at  9:15  a.m.,  an  officer 
admonished  three  school  truants  on 
the  400  block  of  Raymond.  At  2:30 
p.m.,  an  officer  stopped  a  vehicle  on 
Cambridge  near  McLaren  Park  for 
a  registration  and  equipment  vio- 
lation. The  driver,  who  lives  in  Daly 
City,  was  driving  with  a  suspended 
license.  He  was  cited  and  his  1991 
Mazda  was  towed.  At  4:36  p.m., 
officers  were  in  McLaren  Park  when 
they  spotted  a  vehicle  with  doors 
open  and  legs  sticking  out.  When 
they  approached  they  found  a  resi- 
dent ot  the  unit  block  of  Ottawa 
smoking  and  in  possession  of  mari- 
juana. 

•On  Feb.  6  at  1:12  p.m.,  officers 


were  dispatched  to  the  first  block 
of  Blythdale  on  a  possible  runaway 
from  a  group  home  in  Daly  City. 
They  located  the  juvenile  who  was 
wanted  in  Daly  City  on  a  murder 
warrant. 

•On  Feb.  8  at  7:45  p.m.,  officers 
were  advised  by  a  victim  that  her 
adult  son  had  taken  her  vehicle 
without  permission.  The  officers 
located  the  vehicle  and  the  suspect 
at  Cora  and  Leland.  The  son,  who 
lives  on  the  100  block  of  Desmond, 
was  arrested  on  a  no  bail  narcotics 
warrant  At  8:24  p.m.,  citizens  called 
the  police  and  stated  that  there  were 
40-50  individuals  on  the  1 700  block 
of  Sunnydale,  one  of  whom  was 
armed  with  a  gun.  Officers  spotted 
one  suspect  appearing  to  conceal 
something  in  his  waistband.  The 
officers  called  for  the  suspect  to  halt, 
but  he  turned  and  looked  at  the  of- 
ficers, smiled  and  then  took  off  run- 
ning with  his  hand  still  secreted  in 
his  waistband.  The  officers  gave 
chase  and  overtook  the  suspect  at 
Sunnydale  and  Hahn.  No  gun  was 
found  but  the  juvenile,  who  lives  in 
the  area,  was  cited  for  delaying  an 
officer  in  the  performance  of  duties. 
•On  Feb.  10  at  12  noon,  officers 
went  to  the  200  block  of  Argonaut 
and  arrested  a  suspect  who  had 
used  a  knife  to  attack  and  leave  nu- 
merous lacerations  on  the  victim's 
neck.  This  attack  was  the  aftermath 
of  a  dispute  over  drug  use.  The  sus- 
pect, who  lives  in  the  area,  was 
charged  with  felony  assault. 
•On  Feb.  1 1  at  4:04  a.m.,  officers  fol- 
lowed a  vehicle  onto  the  freeway 
from  Geneva  and  the  vehicle  drove 
recklessly  to  Pier  80.  The  vehicle 
was  finally  stopped  and  a  Daly  City 
resident  was  cited  for  reckless  driv- 
ing. At  6:47  p.m.,  an  officer  stopped 
a  vehicle  at  Felton  and  Yale  for  in- 
vestigation on  an  unrelated  matter. 
The  driver,  who  lives  on  the  3300 
block  of  San  Bruno,  was  unlicensed. 
She  was  cited  and  her  1988  Honda 
was  towed. 

•On  Feb.  12  at  2:53  a.m.  on  the  400 
block  of  Argonaut,  a  suspect  con- 
fronted a  victim  asking  if  he  was  a 
member  of  a  Hispanic  gang.  The 
suspect  then  pointed  a  firearm  at 
the  victim's  head  and  let  the  vic- 
tim go.  After  the  victim  retired  to 
his  residence,  the  suspect  fired 
shots  in  the  air  and  fled.  At  8:05 
a.m.,  officers  went  to  the  200  block 
of  Santos  on  a  domestic  violence 
case  where  an  ex-boyfriend  had  as- 
saulted a  woman.  The  suspect  had 
fled  on  a  muni  bus.  The  officers 
were  joined  by  other  officersand  a 
police  sergeant.  The  suspect  was 
found  on  the  bus  at  Santos  and 
Geneva.  The  resident  of  Ingalls  was 
arrested  on  an  assault  charge. 
•On  Feb.  14  at  6:07  p.m.,  an  officer 
cited  a  resident  of  the  400  block  of 
Campbell  for  false  vehicle  registra- 
tion and  for  being  uninsured. 
•On  Feb.  15  at  3:10  a.m.,  officers 
went  to  the 400 block  of  Sunrise  and 
arrested  a  husband  for  assault  on 
his  wife  as  well  as  for  destroying 
the  telephone  lines. 
•On  Feb.  16  at  1030  a.m.,  officers 
went  to  the  100  block  of  Garrison 
where  a  woman  had  assaulted  her 
husband  and  struck  him  with  a 
phone.  The  suspect  was  arrested  on 
a  domestic  violence  charge  and  a 
warrant  for  driving  with  a  sus- 
pended license.  At  1135  p.m.,  pri- 
vate security  at  1250  Sunnydale 
stopped  a  narcotics  suspect  at  1250 
Sunnydale  who  was  in  possession 
of  suspected  crack  cocaine.  Officers 
arrived  on  the  scene  and  arrested  the 
resident  of  the  500 block  of  QFarreU 
for  the  narcotics  charge  as  well  as  a 
warrant  for  malicious  mischief. 

Police  Summaries 

•Jan.  22  1245am.  3600  block  of  Geneva  Ave. 
robbery,  gun.  residential,  possible  suspects  known 
•Jan  22  5:41  p.m.,  Sawyer  St  and  SunnseAve , 
robbery,  three  suspects,  strongarm,  keys  and  phone 
•Jan  22  1300  block  of  Brussels  St,  vandalsm 
•Jan  22  Leland  Ave  and  Rutland  St.  battery 
'Jan.  22  1800  block  of  Sunnydale  Ave  .graffrti 
•Jan  23  3:30  p.m.,  Muni  fine  on  Sunnydale  Ave, 
pursesnatch 

•Jan  23  Sawyer  St  and  Sunnydale  Ave ,  at- 
tempted robbery,  woman  fights  of!  6  hoodlums  who 
try  to  take  her  purse  and  take  her  to  the  ground 
•Jan  23  Frst  block  of  L>Hto  St.  chid  taken  to  shel- 


•Jan  24  504  p.m..  1 700  block  of  Sumydate  Ave , 
probationers  run  away  from  approachng  officers 
•Jan  24  First  block  ofBfythdate  Ave  .three  to  five 
shots  fired 

•Jan  24  900  block  of  Goettmgen  St,  mssmg  |u- 
venile 

•Jan  24  1800  block  of  Sunnydale  Ave .  domestic 
depute 

•Jan  24  1900  block  of  Sunnydale  Ave ,  vandal- 
ism 

•Jan  24:100  block  of  Visitacion  Ave ,  missing  15 
year-old  boy 

•Jan  25  4  31pm,  1600  block  of  Sunnydale  Ave, 
probationer  ri  violation  of  stayaway  order 
•Jan  25  First  block  of  Blythdale  Ave ,  vandalism 
•Jan  25  Frst  block  of  Brookdale  Ave .  found  ATM 
machne 

•Jan  25  400  block  of  Raymond  Ave,  battery 
'Jan  25  100  block  of  Rutland  St.  suspoous  ac- 
tions 

•Jan  25  3500  bkxk  of  San  Brorw  Ave,  theft  from 
vehde 

•Jan  25  180)  block  of  Surriydaie  Ave,  npouno^ 
vehicle 

•Jan  26  9  am,  800  block  of  Rutland  St,  robbery, 
pursesnatch,  81  year-old  woman 
•Jan  26  6  pm.  (occurred  Jan  7)  100  block  of 
Blythdale  Ave ,  robbery,  suspect  known,  armed  with 
gun 

•Jan  26  11  38  a  m,700block  of  Rutland  St,  bur- 
glary, construction  site 

•Jan  26  First  block  of  Alpha  St ,  vehde  stnp 
•Jan  26  1600  block  of  Sunnydale  Ave ,  found 
ammunition 

'Jan  27  7  am,  San  Bruno  and  Wide  Aves,  rob- 
bery, pursesnatch  after  leaving  Muni  bus 
•Jan  27  Rrst  block  of  Alpha  St ,  vehde  strip 
•Jan  27  1 00  block  of  Blythdale  Ave ,  breaking  wi- 
dows 

•Jan  27: 200  block  of  Blythdale  Ave ,  nvesbgabve 
detention 

•Jan  27: 1(X) block dBritton  St,  rrentaldetenton, 
47  year-old  man 

•Jan  27  First  block  of  Brookdale  Ave. ,  vandalsm 
to  vehde 

•Jan  27  200  block  of  Brookdale  Ave ,  domestic 
violence,  suspect  transient 
•Jan  27  Rutland  and  Leland  Ave ,  stolen  1993 
Acura 

•Jan  27  300  block  of  Wide  Ave.,  fraud 
•Jan  28  488  Campbell  Ave ,  found  2004  Toyota 
•Jan  28  300  block  of  Leland  Ave,  found  6  year- 
old  boy 

•Jan  28: 25  Peabody  Ave ,  found  2000  Honda 
•Jan  28  200  block  of  Santos  St,  breaking  win- 
dows 

'Jan  29  2  43  a  m  ,  300  block  of  Sawyer  St,  bur- 
glary, front  door,  computer 
•Jan  30  1130am  ,  Schwerin  St  and  vfeitabon 
Ave ,  robbery,  pursesnatch,  two  suspects 
'Jan  30  First  block  of  Brookdale  Ave ,  domestic 
violence,  suspect  lives  on  Carter  Street 
•Jan  30  100  block  ofLoehr  St,  domestic  violence 
•Jan  30:  Fret  block  of  Santos  St.  found  15  year- 
old  girl 

•Jan.  30  1 700  block  of  Sunnydale  Ave ,  impound 
of  vehde  with  numbers  mssmg 
•Jan  31  300  block  of  Sawyer  St,  burglary,  jew- 
elry, possible  roommate  suspect 
•Jan  31  First  block  of  Britton  St,  domestic  vio- 
lence 

'Jan  31  First  block  of  Brookdale  Ave .  domestic 
violence,  malicious  mschief 
•Feb.  1  11  Blythdale  Ave  ,  found  1997  Honda 
'Feb  1  200  block  of  Leland  Ave,  breaking  win- 
dows 

•Feb  1  Oxford  and  Bacon  Sts ,  theft  from  ve- 
hicle 

•Feb  1  3550  San  8runo  Ave ,  found  1982  Toyota 
•Feb  2  6:30  am,  300  block  of  Sawyer  St,  bur- 
glary, car  speakers 

•Feb  2: 1 2:30  p.m.,  3500  block  of  San  Bruno  Ave . 
burglary  of  store 

•Feb  2  2000  block  of  Geneva  Ave  ,  breaking  win- 
dows 

•Feb.  2: 140  Kefloch  Ave ,  stolen  1993  Saturn 
•Feb  2  Ordway  and  Brussels  St .  stolen  1994 
Saturn 

•Feb.  2  1900  block  of  Sunnydale  Ave.,  breaking 
wmdows 

•Feb  3  300  block  of  Aheta  Ave ,  stolen  license 
plate 

•Feb  3  900  block  of  Goetbngen  St..  dog  confis- 
cation 

•Feb.  3: 100  block  of  Leland  Ave .  assault 
•Feb  3:  Ward  and  Goetbngen  St ,  stolen  1994 
Chevrolet 

'Feb  3  1200  block  of  Girard  St,  burglary,  ciga- 
rettes 

•Feb  4  1  45  a  m  100  block  of  Blythdale  Ave , 
shooting,  54  year-old  victim,  shot  in  leg 
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'Feb  4  8  00  pm  First  block  of  Ervtne  St ,  bur- 
glary, household  items 

•Feb  4  200  block  of  Arteta  Ave ,  Emergency  Pro- 
tective Order  service 

•Feb  4  2000  block  of  Geneva  Ave,  breaking  wi- 
dows 

•Feb  4  First  block  of  Heritage  Ave.,  mssing  14 
year-old  boy 

•Feb  4  500  block  of  Leland  Ave ,  threats,  mal- 
cous  mschief 

'Feb  4  400  block  of  Raymond  Ave ,  hate  cnme 
at  school 

•Feb  4  100  block  of  Talbert  St..  mssing  63  year- 
old  man 

•Feb  5  5  02  p  m ,  Arteta  and  San  Bruno  Aves . 
robbery,  purse  snatch 

•Feb  5  1030  p  m  Geneva  Ave  andSchwenn 
St ,  robbery,  strongarm 

•Feb  6  3  20  p  m  (occurred  m  January),  300  block 
of  Sawyer  St .  burglary,  computer  and  jewelry 
•Feb  6  4  20pm  (occurred  Feb  3),  100  block  of 
BfythdateAve ,  burglary,  household  items,  window 
•Feb  6  6  05  p  m ,  100  block  of  Desmond  St. 
robbery,  pursesnatch,  beating 
"Feb  6  151  Elliot  St,  found  1992  Chevrolet 
•Feb  6  100  block  of  Leland  Ave ,  assault 
•Feb  6  400  block  of  Sunrise  Ave ,  arson  of  sto- 
len vehde 

•Feb  6  400  block  of  Raymond  Ave ,  burglary  of 
safe 

•Feb  7  3605  San  Bruno  Ave.,  found  1992  Ford 
•Feb  7  1200  block  of  Sunnydale  Ave  ,  found  per- 
son. 16  year -old  girl 

"Feb  8  12  noon,  1 500  block  of  Sunnydale  Ave , 
assault,  |uvenites,  struck  in  face  numerous  times 
'Feb  8  6  00  pm  Delta  and  Visitacion  Ave., 
pursesnatch,  68  year-old  female  vcbm 
•Feb  8  Blythdate  Ave  and  Hahn  St.  domestic 
vctence,  suspect  lives  on  San  Bruno  Ave 
•Feb  8  26 Camzal St,  found  2001  Isuzu. 
•Feb  8  25  Peabody  St  ,  found  2000  Acura 
•Feb  8  400  block  of  Raymond  Ave.,  possible  at- 
nsk  youth 

•Feb  9  100  block  of  Brookdale  Ave ,  allegation 
of  brandshing  of  knife 

•Feb  9  154  BfythdateAve ,  found  1989  Dodge. 
•Feb  9: 1600  block  of  Sunnydate  Ave ,  false  ve- 
hde regstrabon 

•Feb  10:6  14pm, Velasco Ave  andSchwenn 
St,  14  year-old  boy  shot  in  torso,  white  Chrysler 
occupied  by  suspects) 

•Feb  11  Sunnydate  Ave  and  Santos  St,  van- 
dalsm to  vehde 

•Feb  12  12  20  am,  200  block  of  Wide  Ave, 
robbery,  two  suspects  with  guns,  money  taken 
•Feb  12  3  25  a  m ,  100  block  of  Leland  Ave., 
shots  fired  at  vehicle,  no  njury 
•Feb  12  7  22  p.m.  Harm  St  and  Visitacion  Ave, 
arson  of  vehde 

•Feb  12  25  Brookdale  Ave  .  found  1998 
Oldsmobile. 

•Feb  12  900  block  of  Goetbngen  St,  vehde 
evades  officer,  vehde  dumped,  vehicle  towed 
•Feb  12  VsitaoonAve  and  Hahn  St,  found  1985 
Toyota 

•Feb  13  20  Argonaut  Ave  ,  found  1992  Honda 
'Feb  13  1500  block  of  Sunnydate  Ave  ,  domes- 
tic  vioteocs 

•Feb  13  500  block  of  Wide  Ave  .  vehde  with  ID 
removed,  towed 

•Feb  14  1 600  block  of  Sunnydate  Ave  ,  domes- 
tic violence 

•Feb  14  1600  block  of  Sunnydate  Ave ,  threats, 
domestic  violence 

•Feb  14  900  block  of  Vsitaoon  Ave ,  death,  58 
year-old  woman 

•Feb  15  1205pm.  100  block  of  Tucker  Ave, 
burglary,  dirt  bike  taken,  suspect  known. 
•Feb  15  5  44  pm,  100  block  of  Peabody  St, 
robbery,  pursesnatch 

•Feb  15  8  p  m  ,  Harkness  Ave  and  San  Bruno 
Ave ,  robbery,  backpack  and  wallet 
'Feb  15:  8  p  m .  San  8runo  Ave  and  Mansell 
St ,  robbery,  three  suspects  strongarm  youth. 
•Feb  15  1100  blocktfGirard  St,  deato,  91  year- 
old  man 

•Feb  15  100  block  of  Rolph  St,  test  passport. 
•Feb  15  Sunnydate  Ave  and  Hahn  St,  restrain- 
ing order  violation 

•Feb  15  326  Sunrse Ave  ,  found  1986  Chevrolet 
'Feb  16:  8: 15  p  m,  Arteta  Ave  and  Alpha  St, 
robbery,  two  suspects,  vcbm  thrown  to  ground, 
backpack 

•Feb  16  First  btock  of  Blythdate  Ave  .  stayaway 
order  violation 

•Feb  16: 400  block  of  Leland  Ave ,  landlord/ten- 
ant dspute. 

'Feb  16:  Rutland  and  Leland  Ave.,  found  purse 
•Feb  16  First  block  of  Santos  St,  theft  from 
vehde 


Hps  on  Buying  Giving,  and  Using  Gift  Cards 


•Jan  23  1900  block  of  Geneva  Ave,  found  1997 
Nssan 


During  the  2005  holiday  sea- 
son, consumers  reportedly  pur- 
chased more  than  $18  billion 
worth  of  gift  cards. 

The  Federal  Trade  Commission 
tells  consumers  that  gift  cards, 
whether  purchased  from  a  retailer 
or  a  financial  institution,  may 
come  with  strings  attached. 

In  particular,  consumers  should 
know  that  some  gift  cards  have  ex- 
piration dates;  others  have  fees  that 
can  lessen  the  card's  value,  includ- 
ing activation  fees,  transaction  fees, 
monthly  maintenance  fees,  and  in- 
activity or  non-use  fees.  A  new  con- 
sumer alert.  Buying,  Giving,  and 
Using  Gift  Cards,  available  at 
www.ftc.gov/bcp/conline/pubs/ 
alerts/giftcardalrt.htm,  offers  con- 
sumer tips,  including: 

'Read  tne  fine  print  before  you 
buy.  If  you  do  not  like  the  terms 


and  conditions,  buy  elsewhere. 
•When  buying  a  card,  ask  about 
expiration  dates  and  fees.  This  in- 
formation may  appear  on  the  card 
itself,  on  the  accompanying  sleeve 
or  envelope,  or  on  the  issuer's  Web 
site.  If  you  do  not  see  it,  ask  for  it. 
Make  sure  that  whatever  the  sales- 
person tells  you  is  in  writing. 
•Check  on  purchase  exceptions. 
For  example,  can  you  use  a  store 
specific  gift  card  at  both  the 
physical  store  and  the  store's 
Web  site?  Can  an  "all-purpose" 
card  really  be  used  to  buy  gro- 
ceries or  gasoline? 
•Treat  gift  cards  like  cash.  If  your 
card  is  lost  or  stolen,  report  it  to 
the  issuer  immediately.  You  may 
be  out  the  entire  amount  on  the 
card.  Some  issuers  will  not  replace 
the  cards,  but  others  will  replace 
them  for  a  fee. 
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Bayview  Police 
Station  Update 


by  Bayview  Captain  Albert  Pardini 

Responding  to  Problems 
San  Bruno/ Silver  Corridor 

In  response  to  the  ongoing  prob- 
lem of  pedestrian  robberies,  mem- 
bers of  Bayview  Station  and  the 
Bureau  of  investigations  Robbery 
Detail,  joined  forces  to  facilitate  a 
robbery  decoy  operation.  On 
Wednesday,  Jan,  25,  the  team  was 
deployed  in  the  area  of  San  Bruno 
and  Silver.  The  first  decoy  (a  male 
police  officer  slight  of  build)  po- 
sitioned himself  on  San  Bruno 
Avenue  near  Bacon  Street.  Within 
a  short  period  of  time,  three  sub- 
jects were  involved  in  stealing 
money  from  the  decoy  officer.  The 
officer  signaled  that  he  had  been 
victimized  and  the  undercover 
arrest  teams  who  were  monitor- 
ing the  activity  moved  in  and  took 
three  suspects  into  custody. 

A  few  hours  later,  the  same  de- 
coy officer  was  approached  by  a 
subject  who  engaged  him  in  a  con- 
versation. Not  long  after  that  the 
subject  began  going  through  the 
officer's  pocket  and  stole  his 
money.  Once  again  the  officer  sig- 
naled that  he  had  been  victimized 
and  the  undercover  arrest  teams 
moved  in  and  took  the  suspect 
into  custody. 

The  team  then  switched  to  a  new 
decoy  officer  (an  Asian  female 
police  officer).  During  the  next 
several  hours,  she  walked  through 
the  area  carrying  grocery  bags. 
She  was  the  interest  of  some  sub- 
jects in  the  area  but  no  one  at- 
tempted to  victimize  her. 

I  feel  that  this  effort  was  very 
successful  since  it  resulted  in  two 
arrests.  Additionally,  word  will 
get  out  to  the  opportunists  who 
have  been  victimizing  members  of 
the  community  that  they  police 
are  using  decoys  in  the  area.  This 
will  hopefully  cause  them  to  be 
apprehensive  about  victimizing 
people  in  the  future. 

I  plan  to  use  this  type  of  opera- 
tion in  the  future,  unfortunately 
it  takes  several  officers  and  it  is  a 
risky  operation.  In  the  past,  the 
decoy  officers  have  be  physically 
assaulted  and  suffered  broken 
noses,  dislocated  shoulders  and  in 
1978  Officer  Douglass  Gibbs  was 
shot  and  killed  making  an  arrest 
in  a  decoy  operation. 
Lathrop  Avenue 

A  subject  who  had  been  menac- 
ing his  neighbors  for  the  last  sev- 
eral years  was  arrested.  His  behav- 
ior impacted  many  of  his  neigh- 
bors and  was  so  egregious  that  a 
Court  Order  to  stop  the  behavior 
was  issued.  The  subject  ignored 
the  Court  Order  and  continued  in 
his  behavior.  Members  of  the 
Bayview  Station  investigations 
team  obtained  an  arrest  warrant 
for  the  subject.  Based  on  the  infor- 
mation from  the  neighbors  and 
the  members  of  Bayview  Station, 
he  was  determined  to  be  a  dan- 
gerous individual.  In  an  effort  to 
avoid  a  violent  confrontation,  they 
conducted  a  "stakeout"  of  his  resi- 
dence and  took  him  into  custody 
without  incident.  The  subsequent 
investigation  revealed  enough 
evidence  to  obtain  a  search  war- 
rant for  the  residence.  The  inves- 
tigation team  executed  the  search 
warrant  and  recovered  an  auto- 
matic weapon,  handguns,  silenc- 
ers, several  thousand  rounds  of 
ammunition,  narcotics,  and  a 
small  cache  of  explosives. 

Thanks  to  the  ongoing  effort  by 
several  members  of  Bayview  Sta- 
tion and  members  of  the  City 
Attorney's  Office  to  document  this 
persons  conduct  and  the  excellent 
tactics  by  the  investigations  team, 
the  suspect  was  taken  into  custody 
without  incident. 

Police  Cases 

•Wednesday,  Jan.  11,  2:58  p.m., 
Mansell  St.  and  San  Bruno  Ave., 
Statutory  Rape:  Because  of  the 
sensitive  nature  of  this  case,  most 


of  the  details  of  this  incident  are  be- 
ing omitted.  However,  it  is  impor- 
tant for  people  to  be  aware  of  this 
type  of  activity,  especially  if  you 
have  young  children  that  use  the 
Internet.  On  this  date  and  time,  Of- 
ficers responded  to  San  Francisco 
General  Hospital  on  a  report  of  a 
rape  of  a  juvenile.  The  victim,  a  14 
year-old  girl  from  the  Peninsula  had 
been  chatting  on  line  with  an  adult 
male.  She  had  even  met  him  before 
near  her  house  without  her  parents' 
knowledge.  On  Tuesday,  Jan.  10,  the 
adult  convinced  her  to  ride  the  train 
to  the  city  where  she  spent  the  night 
with  him  in  a  van  parked  on 
Mansell  near  San  Bruno.  The  sus- 
pect then  drove  her  home  in  the 
morning.  Monitor  your  children's 
internet  activity.  If  you  see  people 
sleeping  in  a  van,  call  the  police. 

•Monday,  Jan.  16, 6:20  p.m.,  Brus- 
sels and  Silliman  Sts.,  Vandalism  to 
Vehicle  with  Television:  The  beat  of- 
ficer for  the  Portola  District  was  on 
patrol  when  he  was  flagged  down 
by  severalpeople  at  Brussels  and 
Silliman.  Tney  told  him  mat  they 
just  saw  a  man  throw  an  abandoned 
TV  at  a  car  and  walk  off.  They  said 
that  he  picked  up  the  TV  twice  and 
threw  it  at  the  car  breaking  the  win- 
dow and  smashing  the  door.  The 
suspect  then  spit  in  the  car  and 
walked  away.  With  the  help  of  the 
witnesses,  the  officer  located  the 
suspect  a  couple  of  blocks  away.  The 
witnesses  then  positively  identified 
the  suspect  as  the  man  they  saw 
throwing  the  TV  at  the  car.  The  of- 
ficer contacted  the  owner  of  the  car 
who  did  not  know  the  suspect  and 
could  not  understand  why  he 
would  throw  a  TV  at  her  car. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  25, 12:59  p.m.,  2490 
San  Bruno  Ave.,  Robbery  with 
Force:  The  suspect  entered  the  Ra- 
dio Shack  on  San  Bruno  Avenue 
and  started  to  question  a  clerk 
about  a  portable  DVD  player.  As 
the  clerk  was  demonstrating  the 
DVD  player,  the  suspect  suddenly 
grabbed  the  DVD  player  and  told 
the  clerk,  "Give  me  all  the  money 
or  I'll  kill  you."  Fearing  for  his  life, 
the  clerk  opened  the  cash  register. 
The  suspect  reached  over  the 
counter  and  grabbed  the  money 
out  of  the  cash  register,  then  fled 
the  store.  Officers  responded  to  the 
area,  but  could  not  find  the  suspect. 
The  suspect  is  an  African  Ameri- 
can man,  approximately  25-30 
years  old,  5'8"  with  a  thin  build. 
He  has  a  light  complexion  and  a 
shaved  head.  He  also  has  distinc- 
tive scars  around  his  mouth  and 
possibly  his  neck.  A  t  the  time  of  the 
robbery,  he  was  wearing  a  gray 
sweatshirt  with  black  rings  around 
the  armpits.  The  robbery  was 
caught  on  video  tape  and  pictures 
of  the  suspect  are  at  Bayview  Sta- 
tion. 

•Wednesday,  Jan.  26,  12:35  a.m., 
San  Bruno  and  Silver  Aves.,  Vehicle 
Recovery:  While  driving  home  af- 
ter getting  off  work,  a  police  ser- 
geant noticed  a  Cadillac  in  the  gas 
station  at  San  Bruno  and  Silver  that 
had  been  reported  stolen  in  the  Mis- 
sion earlier.  Although  the  Cadillac 
had  not  yet  been  put  into  the  stolen 
auto  system,  the  sergeant  remem- 
bered it  from  a  Headquarters  radio 
broadcast  earlier  that  evening.  Of- 
ficers responded  to  back  up  the  off- 
duty  sergeant  and  found  three  teen- 
age girls  in  the  car  The  officers  de- 
tained the  three  and  transported 
them  back  to  Bayview  Station  per 
department  regulations  when  deal- 
ing with  teenage  girls.  An  officer 
then  contacted  the  man  who  re 
ported  the  Cadillac  stolen.  He  told 
the  officer  that  the  car  belonged  to 
his  wife,  but  he  was  driving  it  this 
evening  in  the  area  of  Capp  and 
18th  streets.  The  officer  noted  to 
himself  that  Capp  and  18th  is  an 
area  well  known  for  prostitution 
activity.  The  man  did  not  live  in  that 
area.  The  man  said  that  he  offered 
to  gjve  the  three  girls  a  ride.  They 
agreed,  but  then  asked  him  if  he 
would  step  out  of  his  car  first.  The 
man  complied  and  the  three  girls 
jumped  in  his  car  and  drove  away. 
Just  to  make  certain  that  the  man 
was  only  offering  a  ride  and  not 
engaging  in  illegal  activity  himself, 


the  officer  asked  the  man  if  he  knew 
that  many  men  pick  up  prostitutes 
on  Capp  Street.  The  man  then  re- 
fused to  answer  any  further  ques- 
tions and  told  the  officer  that  he 
would  not  press  any  charges  against 
the  three  girls  and  that  he  just 
wanted  his  car  back.  The  Officer  re- 
minded the  man  that  the  car  was 
actually  registered  to  his  wife  and 
that  she  should  come  and  pick  it  up. 
•Saturday,  Feb.  4, 10  p.m.,  Woolsey 
St.  at  Dartmouth  St.,  Crack  Cocaine 
for  Sale:  Officers  attempted  to  per- 
form a  traffic  stop  in  the  are  of 
Dartmouth  and  Woolsley  Streets 
when  they  saw  the  driver  throw 
something  out  of  his  car  window. 
The  officers  made  a  note  of  its  loca- 
tion and  continued  to  follow  the  ve- 
hicle. A  block  later  the  car  pulled 
over.  They  contacted  the  driver  and 
went  back  to  the  location  that  the 
driver  threw  the  object.  They  dis- 
covered it  was  a  bag  of  crack  co- 
caine. It  was  also  learned  that  the 
driver  was  on  active  felony  proba- 
tion for  crack  sales.  The  officers, 
with  the  assistance  of  other  officers, 
went  to  the  suspect's  house  to  con- 
duct a  probation  search  that  the  sus- 
pect freely  accepted  as  terms  of  his 
probation.  In  the  suspects'  room 
was  nearly  500  packages  of  crack  co- 
caine individually  packaged  for 
sale,  in  addition  to  a  scale  and  a 
portfolio  with  the  street  gang  "West 
Mob"  scrawled  on  it.  The  man  was 
booked  for  numerous  narcotics  re- 
lated charges. 

•Sunday,  Feb.  12,  2:30  p.m.,  700 
block  of  Brussels  St.,  Robberywith 
a  Gun:  A  pizza  delivery  man  was 
approached  by  two  men  after  mak- 
ing a  delivery.  The  one  suspect  said 
to  the  man,  "You  know  what  is  up, 
'G.'"  The  other  male  lifted  up  his 
shirt  and  displayed  what  appeared 

to  be  the  butt  of  a  handgun.  The 
pizza  man  relinquished  50  dollars 
in  cash.  The  first  subject  is  de- 
scribed as  a  black  male  20-25  years 
old,  6'00"  150  lbs.,  wearing  dark 
clothing.  The  second  male  is  de- 
scribed as  being  5'07"  130  lbs., 
wearing  dark  clothing. 

•Monday,  Feb.  13, 6:15  p.m.,  Tun- 
nel and  Lathrop  Aves.,  Robbery 
with  Gun,  Arrest  Made:  Two 
women  were  robbed  in  the 
evening  as  they  exited  the 
CalTrain  Station.  The  two  women 
walked  towards  the  street  when 
they  saw  two  men  standing  on  the 
comer.  The  women  got  an  uneasy 
feeling  and  crossed  the  street  to 
get  away  from  the  men.  The  men 
crossed  the  street  also.  The  men 
approached  the  two  women, 
brandished  a  gun  and  said,  "Give 
me  all  your  money."  They  said 
that  they  did  not  have  any  money. 
One  of  the  suspects  struck  the 
woman  in  the  back  of  her  head 
with  his  hand  causing  her  to  fall 
to  the  ground.  The  suspect  ripped 
the  purse  from  the  woman.  The 
suspect  with  the  gun  struck  the 
other  woman  on  the  side  of  her 
head  with  the  gun  and  took  her 
backpack.  Both  men  fled  on  foot 
and  then  into  a  waiting  vehicle. 
The  one  woman  yelled  for  help 
and  a  few  witnesses  appeared. 
Officers  soon  arrived  on  scene  and 
a  suspect  and  vehicle  description 
was  broadcast  over  the  radio.  A 
few  minutes  elapsed  when  an  off- 
duty  officer  who  was  listening  to 
his  police  radio  saw  a  vehicle  that 
matched  the  description  at  a  gas 
station  on  3rd  and  Evans.  The  of- 
ficer radioed  his  findings  and  nu- 
merous units  moved  in.  A  police 
sergeant  and  two  officers  were  the 
first  to  make  contact.  They  saw 
that  one  of  the  passengers  was  at- 
tempting to  hide  what  appeared 
to  be  a  firearm  in  between  the 
seats.  All  three  occupants  were 
taken  into  custody.  Inside  of  the 
.vehicle  was  the  stolen  merchan- 
dise. A  "Cold  Show"  was  per- 
formed with  the  witnesses  and  the 
victims.  The  primary  assailants 
were  positively  identified.  All 
three  Bayview/Hunter's  Point 
men  were  booked  for  robbery  and 
assault  related  charges.  One  of  the 
assailants  also  happened  to  be  on 
felony  probation  for  carrying  a 
concealed  firearm. 


Better  Weather  Means  Outdoor  Fun 


After  quite  a  bit  of  stormy  weather  in  recent  weeks,  pleasant  sunny  days 
mean  more  time  to  play  basketball  at  Visitation  Valley  Community  Center. 


Something  Fishy  ] 


Keep  an  Eye  on  Your  Line 

by  Gary  Klein 

For  some  of  you,  your  rods  and 
reels  never  get  a  break.  Others  might 
put  the  fishing  tackle  aside  during 
the  coldest  parts  of  the  year  or  dur- 
ing hunting  season  But  regardless 
of  how  much  you  fish,  there's  no  rea- 
son to  take  to  the  water  without  care- 
fully inspecting  your  fishing  line 

Think  about  it  like  this:  the  only 
thing  that  connects  you  to  the  fish 
is  your  line.  Should  something  hap- 
pen to  it,  it  could  fail  to  function. 
You  could  lose  your  favorite  lure  or 
-  worse  yet  -  a  large*  fish.  So  whether 
you're  digging  out  your  fishing 
tackle  after  it  has  spent  a  long  win- 
ter in  the  comer  of  the  garage  or 
heading  out  for  your  umpteenth 
trip  this  year,  there  are  a  few  things 
to  look  for  on  your  fishing  line. 

By  far,  the  worst  thing  for  fishing 
line  is  sunlight,  especially  monofila- 
ment line.  Sunlight  weakens  the 
line,  making  it  still  and  brittle.  Even 
super  lines  can  be  altered  by  the  sun 
and  can  lose  their  color.  Just  like  you 
have  to  protect  your  eyes  from 
harmful  UV  rays  with  a  pair  of  Co- 
coons sunglasses,  when  possible, 
keep  your  line  out  of  the  sunlight 
and  do  your  best  to  keep  it  dry 
when  not  in  use.  Going  from  wet  to 
dry  over  and  over  again  can  dam- 
age line  as  well. 

Fishing  line  can  suffer  nicks  and 
scrapeson  rocks,  logs  and  other  sharp 
objects,  especially  on  the  terminal  end 
of  the  line.  When  reeling  in  your  bait 
run  your  fingers  over  the  line  -  often 
times  you  can  feel  line  damage  mat 
you  cannot  see.  Anytime  you  feel 
something  wrong  with  the  line,  retie 
above  the  damaged  area. 

Fluorocarbon  line,  while  not  as 


susceptible  to  sun  and  water  dam- 
age, can  be  damaged  by  the  friction 
from  repeated  trips  through  rod 
guides.  Whenever  the  drop-shot 
bite  is  good,  1  like  to  spool  several 
spinning  reels  with  fluorocarbon 
line.  But,  since  line  management  is 
so  important  with  a  finesse  tactic 
like  this,  I  will  respool  every  rig  that 
I  used  each  night  of  the  tournament. 
During  the  day,  I  pay  close  atten- 
tion to  how  my  line  lays  in  the  wa- 
ter and  its  line  memory  to  help  me 
determine  if  the  line  is  compro- 
mised. I  see  the  line  better  through 
polarized  sunglasses  like  my  Co- 
coons that  fit  over  my  prescription 
glasses.  Watching  your  line  can  also 
help  you  detect  strikes  that  you 
might  otherwise  not  feeL 

More  often  than  not,  1  respool  my 
reels  not  because  the  line  is  dam- 
aged, but  because  I  need  to  replen- 
ish the  supply  that  I  used  during  the 
day.  I  tie  and  retie  so  much  that  1 
can  lose  dozens  of  yards  of  line  in  a 
single  outing.  But,  the  heavier  the 
coyer  you  are  fishing,  the  more  of- 
ten you  should  change  your  line. 

When  exposed  to  the  elements 
and  repeated  rugged  use,  fishing 
line  needs  regular  attention.  But 
stored  properly  it  can  last  you  sev- 
eral years.  Whether  it  is  a  filler  spool 
or  a  bulk  spool  I  keep  it  in  its  origi- 
nal box,  write  the  date  on  the  box 
and  keep  it  in  a  cool,  dry  storage 
locker  out  of  the  sunlight  and  flo- 
rescent  light  Even  today  I  am  us- 
ing spools  dated  2001. 

When  you  are  fishing  for  money 
or  the  fish  of  a  lifetime,  new  line  is 
the  cheapest  insurance  policy  you 
can  have.  Before  you  take  your  next 
trip,  check  out  your  line  and  make 
sure  ifs  sound. 

Gary  Klein  ts  a  hiv-time  BASS  Angler  of  the 
Year  and  a  24  time  Bassmaster  Classic  quali- 
fier. Klein  lh>es  unth  his  wife  and  hiv  children 
in  Weatherjbrd.  Texan. 


Free  Trees  for  Visitation  Valley 

April  29,  2006 
All  Sign-ups  must  be  completed  by  March  22. 

You  are  invited  to  plant  a  tree  with  us  in  front  of  your  home  or 
business. 

The  cost  of  planting  a  tree,  normally  more  than  $300  if  done  on 

your  own,  is  being  subsidized  by  Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest. 

And,  due  to  special  funding,  the  price  is  now  free!!  Act  now 

while  this  funding  still  exists!! 

What  you  will  get,  at  no  cost  to  you,  includes: 

*FUF's  help  in  selecting  the  right  tree  for  you 

*The  tree 

'City  permit  processing 
"Checking  for  utilities  and  clearances 
•Concrete  removal 
•Planting  materials  and  tools 

•Experienced  staff  and  planting  volunteers  to  help  plant  your  tree 

*A  2-month  and  18-month  post-planting  tree  care  visit 

•A  chance  to  meet  your  neighbors  and  to  enjoy  a  potluck  lunch 

with  them  immediately  following  the  planting!! 

Trees  help  to  increase  your  property  value,  reduce  air  and  water 

pollution,  reduce  energy  costs,  beautify  the  neighborhood, 

block  wind,  absorb  noise  and  build  community  spirit! 

If  you  would  like  to  sign  up,  please  contact  Fran  Martin,  415- 

468-0639  (or  Karen  Noll,  FUF  Community  Outreach  Manager, 

415-561-6890.  x101)  before  March  22. 

And  don't  forget  to  tell  your  neighbors,  tool! 


Visitation  Valley  Business  Directory 


Valley  free  listings  in  the  415  area  code 
Call  the  Grapevine  at  (415)  467-9300 

ANTIQUES 

JU  CHNESEANWUES  S.A  QUARHJM,  144  Ldand 

Ave.  586-1038 

AUTOMOTIVE 

BAYSHOREAUTO,  2260  Bayshore  EM..  467-6130 
BAYSHORE  SERVICE.  2596  Bayshore  Bri ,  23M239 
BROTHERSALTTO  BODY.  2520  Bayshore  BVrJ 
CHARLES  GARAGE .  2550  Bayshore  EM .  239-7450 
TW  AUTOMOTIVE .  2500  Bayshore  EM  .  585*281 
MUM 

BANK  Of  AMERICA  6  letand  Ave .  622-4501 
BAKERS 

L/7TLE  Ol/MPO  8AK£  SHOP.  169  Leland  Ave . 

239-2253 

BARBERS 

DeMASfS  BARBER  SHOP.  15  leland  Ave 
THESHOP(JB),  178  leland  Ave  ,  23*6709 
BEAUTICIANS 

BODY  SOUL  &  SPIRIT.  222  Leland  Ave  ,  333-7261 
MAY  MAY  BEAUTY  SALON.  60  Leland  Ave  , 
337-9381 

MZRENAS  SALON.  19  Banken  Ave ,  467-3399 
NAIS  BY  jEMW,  50  Letand  Ave ,  3336800 
VWCrSBADD,  224  Letand  Ave.  657-3156 
BLfOCLEANNG 

SPEEDY  ULTRASONIC  BLIND  CLEANING 
(cormwaal  and  residertal).  1116G*ard  Sl,467-7506 
BOARDNG  HOUSE 

ABLE'S  CASA,  850  Rutland  St.  333-4664.  fax 

3334693 

BOOKKEEPERS 

AMYARAGON.  PROFESSIONAL  BOOKKEEPER 
467-8927 

VERNA  WALLACE  EA.  2320  Bayshore  Blvd.. 

239-5333 

CARPETS 

HANSAN  INTERIORS.  41  Letand  Ave  ,  3336382 
CASKETS 

CASKETORJUM.  INC .  93  Leland  Ave .  585-3451 
CHURCHES 

CHURCH  Of  THE  VISTTAOON.  655  Surrrydate  Ave , 
239-5950 

IGLESIA  EL  ESPIRfTU  SANTO.  38  Leland  Ave 
KOREAN  FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH.  333 
Tunnel  Ave,  468-1213 

RIDGE  VIEW  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH.  590 
Leland  Ave  ,  2396457 

ST  JAMES  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH.  240  Letand 
Ave.  5866381 

VALLEY  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  305  Raymond  Ave . 
4676055 

VISITACION  CHINESE  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  8 

Desmond  St.  3334503 

COFFEE 

CANDLESTICK  COFFEE.  2155  Bayshore  Blvd  , 
467-2442 

HAPPY  DONUT.  2600  Bayshore  EM  .  4696309 
JOE.  28  Leland  Ave 
CREDIT  UNION 

NORTHEASTCOMMlNTYfEDERALCRL^LNON 

29  Leland  Ave,  4340738 

DAYCARE 

CAROUSEL  DAYCARE.  261  Hahn  St,  4696353 


DENTST 

VISITACION  \MLLEY  DENTAL  OFFICE  (Afcert  Kuan, 

DOS),  37  lefand  Ave,  2396500 

DEVELOPERS 

VISITACION  VALLEY  COMMUNITY  DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION 1099  Sunnydale  Ave .  587-7895 
ELECTRICAL 

TATE  ELECTRIC  (Joel  Tate),  4674657 
FLORISTS 

I  FORE  FLOWERS.  2466  San  Butt  Ave  4680145 
GARDEN  ORNAMENTS 

SILVESTRI  GARDEN  ORNAMENTS.  2635  Bayshore 

Blvd ,  239-5990 

GROCERS 

CASA  LOPEZ  PRODUCE.  58  Leland  Ave .  5864745 
E-Z  STOP  MARKET,  2203  Geneva  Ave ,  5859240 
FNE  MLE  MARKET.  3574  San  Bruno  Ave .  467-7300 
KC  MARKET.  400  WWe  St,  467-3024 
LALOMA  PRODUCE  U2. 65  Leland  Ave  ,  239-7520 
LTTTLEVILAGEMARKET.  1450SunnydateAve, 586-1815 
M&M  SHORTSTOP.  2145  Geneva  Ave.,  5850878 
PCCaO  PETE,  21 55  Bayshore  Bvd.  46&6800 
741,  2200  Bayshore  EM.  4686646 
SHUNLEE  MARKET.  2400  Bayshore  BVd ,  5864851 
SMTTTYS  MARKET.  2610  Bayshore  BVd ,  2396506 
SUPER  fAIR  MARKET,  201  Leland  Ave,  2396856 
TEDDYS  MARKET.  298  Teddy  Ave 
HERBS 

SAW  OA/ HERBS,  33-A  Leland  Ave  3337469 
HYPNOTHERAPY 

VALERIE  HABEGGER  HYPNOTHERAPY.  371 

Teddy  Ave  .  468-5631 

INSURANCE 

EDIE  EPPS  (A HE  INSURANCE).  467-0236,  Fax 
467-0276 

ROBERT  LEHMAN.  CLTC  (Blue  Ooss).  3330850 
KITCHEN  CABtCTS 

LEE  CHANG  INTERNATIONAL  25LefanoAe ,  333-2730 

LAUNDRY/CLEANERS 

BAY  WASH.  44  Leland  Ave 

CITY  WASH.  83  Leland  Ave  ,  333-9467 

COIN  WASH  &  DRY  LAUNDRY.  186  Leland  Ave 

FORTY-NINER  CLEANERS .  51  Leland  Ave  2396418 

LELANDAVENUECLEANERS.  151  LefendAve.,586-1412 

VALLEY  LAUtDRY.  90  Leland  Ave 

VISflAQCNWLLEYLAUtCRY,  108  LebndAve,  23*9030 

LEARNNG 

3N 1  LEARNING  ACADEMY.  240  Leland  Ave ,  5846555 

VmACrnvmEYCCmUNnYBEJOyNCENTER. 

450  Raymond  Ave ,  4524907 

VISTTAOON  VALLEY FAMLY  SCHOOL.  325 Leland  Ave , 

585-9320 

UBRARY 

VISfTACm\MEYBRANCH.4SlJttAue,ZJM>770 
MANUFACTURER 

NATIONWIDE  PAPER.  345  Schwann  St.  5869160 
MEDICAL 

AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  BAY  AREA  CHAPTER.  1704 
Sunnydale  Ave ,  5840620 

HAWKINS  VILLAGE  MEDICAL  CLflC  (Dept  of  Pubic 
He*),  1099  Sunnydale  Ave  .Apportnsrts  7150310 
DR  SAM  HO.  MD.  9  Siman  St  No  4, 3376135 
NORTH  EASTMEDCAL  SERVICES  LELAND  AVENUE 
82  Letand  Ave ,  391-9686  (ask  for  Letand  Avenue  dnc) 
FORTOAFOOT&AI^CUNCiPiDf^arqP^El) 
2858  San  ftuno  Ave  467-7500 


NOTARY 

ROW  MORTGAGE  46  LfllmdAvft, 3334900 
ORQANEATtONS 

ASIAN  F*CfC  AMERICAN  COMMIMTY  CENTER, 

2442  Bayshore  Bvd,  587-2689 

GENEVA  TERRACE  PROPERTY  OWNERS 

ASSOCIATION.  60  Burr  Ave ,  584-2700 

GIRLSAFTERSCHOOLACADEMY.  2050  Sumydate 

Ave ,  333  Schwenn  St.  5844044 

JOHN  KING  SENOR  COMMUNITY.  500  Raymond 

Ave,  2396233 

LELAND  HOUSE.  141  Letand  Ave  ,  405-2000 
ROCK  (Real  Options  for  Qty  Kids),  590  Letand  Ave. 
3334001 

VISITACION  VALLEY  SENIOR  CENTER.  66 

Raymond  Ave,  4674499 

PHARMACY 

VISTTAOON  VALLEY  PHARMACY.  1 00  Leland  Ave , 
239-5811 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

^TERCORB/WPHOTrXRAPHY(»reelance).  435 
Sawyer  St.  587-9471.  fax  3376620 
PLUMEflNG 

MARK\mK£RftUM3WG.99Afle&Ave.467-7401 
POST  OFFICE 

VISTTAOON  USPO.  68  Leland  Ave ,  (800)  2756777 
REAL  ESTATE 

JUSTYNAP  TOfCertiy  21),  2488  Junpero  Serra  BVd, 
DaVOy  94015.(650)991 6215,  M±te(415)  830-1235 
CATHY  KLINE  SAUNDERS(Z&f*tfi  Real  Estate).  21 5 
West  Portal  Ave  731-5011  ex  163 
RESTAURANTS 

BAYSIDE  CAFE.  2011  Bayshore  Bfvd ,  467-2023 
CUFFS  BAR-eOSSEAf 000,2177 Bayshore  Bvd 
3300736,  Fax  330-9813 

G  i  L  BAKERY  i  RESTAURANT.  198  Leland  Ave . 
2396283 

HERNANDEZ  TAQUER1A& BAKERY  98  Letand  Ave , 
587-7721 

LUAN  FAT  BAKERY.  110  Letand  Ave ,  585-1167 

MISS  MATTIES  SUNFLOWER  BLUES  CAFE. 

107  Leland  Ave.  333-8854 

PHO  Y&  G  RESTAURANT.  73  Leland  Ave ,  469-5686 

TWO  JACKS.  167  Leland  Ave .  337-0433 

SCULPTOR 

CARTORJGINALSQtei  Carter).  2Hahn  St,  2394138 
SELF-DEVELOPMENT 

DYNAMO  DEV&0DMEA/7S(KterpneAnn  VViarns. 
CEO,CareerandSe*&riarxHm*SpecBfc^ 467  7606 
SERVICE  PROVDERS 

THE  VILLAGE.  1099  Sunnydale  Ave ,  2396045 
VISfTAQON  VALLEY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OUTREACH 
CENTER.  57  Leland  Ave 

VISITACION  VALLEY  BILINGUAL  EDUCATION. 
SUPPORTIVE  SERVICES  &  TRAINING  (WBESST). 
120  Leland  Ave 

VISITACION  VALLEY  COMMUNITY  CENTER 

(WCQ.  50  Raymond  Ave ,  4676400 

WOC  FAMLY&  COMMUNITY  SERVICES  CENTER. 

161  Leland  Ave  .5866998,  Fax  5866027 

VISITACION  VALLEY  JOBS.  EDUCATION  AND 

TRANNGfWJET),  1099  Sunnydale  Ave  ,239-2866 

TAVERN 

THE  CLUB  HOUSE.  25  Banken  Ave 
TELEPHONE 

D&A  WIRELESS.  78  Leland  Ave ,  4524139 
VARIETY 

GOLDEW  99  CEA^ZO/^.  5-7  Letand  Ave, 3333923 


^Ycrdoare  Tips  of  the  Month) 
Pruning  Equipment  Basics 

Late  winter  and  early  spring  are 
prime  time  for  pruning  and  trim- 
ming. Having  the  right  tool  for  the 
job  is  the  first  step  to  successful  Land  - 
scape  clean  up.  Here  is  a  brief  list  of 
pruning  tools  to  help  you  choose  the 
best  cutter  for  the  task 
Hand  Primers 

Hand  primers  or  shears  are  used 
to  cut  stems  and  branches  up  to  V4 
inch  in  diameter.  There  are  two 
common  types  of  hand  pruners: 
Bypass  Action  and  Anvil  Action. 

Bypass  action  is  similar  to  a  pair 
of  scissors  A  thin  sharp  blade  passes 
by  (thus  the  name)  a  thicker  sharp 
blade.  Experts  recommend  using 
bypass  on  green  wood  because  it 
provides  a  cleaner,  closer  cut.  An- 
vil pruners  use  a  sharp  blade  that 
cuts  onto  a  broader,  flat  blade.  Its 
splitting  action  makes  it  great  for 
cutting  dry  branches  and  stems. 
New  Trends 

•Ratcheting  action  pruners  -  the 
type  that  feature  gear-driven  cutting 
action  is  easier  on  your  arm  and 
hand  muscles.  Look  for  ratcheting 
action  hand  pruners,  tappers  and 
pole  pruners  too. 

The  latest  innovation  in  hand 
pruners  is  a  rotating  handle  feature. 
The  handle  curves  your  fingers  to- 
ward your  palm  as  it  cuts,  reduc- 
ing hand  fatigue. 
Quick  Tips: 

'Pick  a  hand  pruner  that  fits  your 
hand  comfortably.  You  shouldn't 
feel  like  you're  stretching  your  hand 
to  either  open  or  close  the  pruner. 

•If  you're  left  handed  look  for  a  prod- 
uct designed  to  fit  your  left  hand. 

•Look  for  pruners  that  have  a  small 
oil  reservoir,  so  you  won't  need  to 
oil  them  after  every  use. 
Lopping  Shears  or  Loppers 

Loppers  are  pruners  with  long 
handles  that  provideextra  reach.  You 
use  both  hands  to  operate  the 
loppers,  which  provides  more  lever- 
age for  cutting  branches  up  to  about 
2  inches  in  diameter.  Loppers  are 
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great  for  trimming  trees  and  bushes 
and  typically  feature  one  sharp  blade 
for  cutting  and  one  flat  or  curved 
blade  to  hold  the  branch  in  place. 
Pole  Pruners 

Pole  Pruners  are  made  to  reach 
smaller,  out-of-the-way  tree  limbs. 
The  cutting  mechanism  is  similar  to 
a  loppers,  usually  with  a  hooked  or 
flat  blade  that  holds  the  branch  and 
a  cutting  blade  to  do  the  trimming 
The  blades  are  operated  by  pulling 
on  a  rope.  The  pole  itself  is  typically 
either  telescoping  or  in  several  sec- 
tions that  fit  together,  allowing  you 
to  set  the  exact  length. 
Quick  Tip 

•Debris  can  be  tricky  to  control 
when  you're  using  a  pole  pruner. 
Make  sure  you're  not  standing  di- 
rectly under  any  tree  or  bush  you 
are  trimming  and  remember  to 
wear  eye  protection. 
Pruning  Saws 

If  a  branch  can't  be  trimmed  with  a 
hand  pruner,  ifs  time  to  bring  out  the 
pruning  saw.  Pruning  saws  are  great 
for  branches  up  to  about  4  inches  in 
diameter.  (For  anything  larger  and 
you  may  want  to  use  a  tree  saw.)  A 
typical  pruning  saw  features  a  straight 
or  curved  blade  and  will  cut  on  the 
pull  stroke  (as  you  pull  back.)  The 
teem  of  the  saw  are  set  wider  apart  to 
keep  it  from  getting  caught  while 
plowing  through  the  wood  Look  for 
pruning  saws  with  folding  blades  that 
protect  the  teem  and  make  them  easy 
to  carry  around. 

Yardcare.com  is  a  combined  effort  of  The  Tow 
Company  and  select  experts  m  fields  of  laxim 
care,  gardening  and  landscape  design. 
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Family  8c  Community  Services  Center 

Visitacion  Valley  Community  Center,  Inc. 


Parenting  Counts  Workshops 
A  Focus  on  Early  Learning 
How  Children  Think,  Feel  and  Learn 
5:30  to  7:30  p.m.  at  161  Leland  Ave. 
Thursday,  March  16:  Parantese 
Parents'  Importanance  in  Language  Development 

Thursday,  March  23:  Testing 
Parents  Understanding  of  Children's  Five  Senses 
'March  30:  Stress 
Parents  Learning  to  Calm  a  Baby's  Stress 

Produced  by  KCTS  Seattle,  with  assistance 
from  Talaris  Research  Institute 
Facilitated  by:  FCSC  Staff 


For  more  information,  contact  the  staff  of 
Family  and  Community  Services  Center: 

Meriam  T.  Abalos,  FCSC  Director 
Marichelle  Punzalan,  Tammie  Lawrence, 
Joyce  Boone,  Elaine  Cheung 

Monday  and  Friday:  9  am  -  4:30  p.m. 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday:  9  am.  -  7  p.m. 
Saturday:  9  a.m.  -  3:30  p.m. 
Email:  meriam_wcc@sbcglobal.net 

161  Leland  Avenue 


Parenting  Workshop,  5:30  to  7:30  p.m. 
Thursday,  March  9  at  161  Leland  Ave. 

Guest  speaker  from  Asian  Law  Caucus  on  Workers' Compensation 

Parent's  Advisory  Council  Meeting,  5:30  to  7:30  p.m. 

Friday,  March  10  at  161  Leland  Ave. 
Training  on  Shared  Governance  and  Parfementary  Procedure 

Men's  Class,  Wednesdays  6  to  8  p.m. 
March  1, 8, 15, 22  and  29  at  161  Leland  Ave. 

Parents'  Support  Group:  Parenting  and  Discipline 
Monday,  March  13, 5:30  to  7:30  p.m.  at  161  Leland  Ave. 
Facilitated  by:  Julia  Carmen,  Before  The  After 

Individual  and  Family  Counseling,  4:30  to  5:30  p.m. 
Monday,  March  13  at  161  Leland  Ave. 
For  appointment,  call  Julia  Carmen  at  (650)  738-8045  or  FCSC  Staff 

Father  Support  Group,  1 :30  to  2:30  p.m. 
Friday,  March  17  at  Britton  Courts,  1259  Sunnydale  Ave. 

Financial  Literacy  Workshop,  8:30  to  10  a.m. 
Thursday,  March  23  at  824  Carolina  St. 

Guest  speakers  from  Patelco  Credit  Union  give  tips  on  saving 

Free  Food  Distribution,  3  to  4  p.m. 
Monday,  March  7, 14, 21  and  28  at  161  Leland  Ave. 

Emergency  food  box  available  anytime.  For  more 
information,  call  (415)  586-6998,  Monday-Friday,  9a.m.-5p.m. 


(415)  586-6998    Fax  586-8027 
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Cathy  began  looking  at  Visitacion  Valley  real  estate  in  1 949, 
and  she's  been  out  in  front  of  the  competition  ever  since. 


Cathy  has  been  the  most  successful  REALTOR*  in  Visitacion  Valley 
for  more  than  20  years. 

She  was  born  and  raised  in  the  Valley,  and  has  successfully 


represented  buyers  and  sellers  for  years.  She's  actively  involved 
neighborhood  charities  and  community  events. 

For  all  your  real  estate  needs,  call  Cathy! 


